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First United Methodist Church 

Christmas Eve 
 

Candlelight Worship 

and Communion 



 

*We invite you to stand as you are able. 
    

    Welcome 
 

    Prelude                                                                              
    The Shepherd’s Pipe                                                                                Young 
 

*Carol No. 234 (vs. 1 & 6) 
    O Come, All Ye Faithful                                                                            Wade 
         

    Lighting of the Christ Candle 
Cindy and Rev. Roger Weisner 

 

    Reader:  Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given! 
 

    Congregation:  God has brought light into every darkness. 
 

    Reader:  The promises of God are fulfilled! Wonderful Counselor! Mighty 
    God! Everlasting Father! Prince of Peace! 
 

    Congregation:  We hear, even today, a chorus of angels bringing good 
    news of great joy to all the people. 
 

    Reader:  Tonight, on Christmas Eve, the Christ candle shines bright to 
    remind us that Christ is our light.    
 

    [Light the Christ Candle.] 
    Congregation:  Glory to God in the highest Heaven, and on earth peace 
    among those whom he favors.  
     

     Solo                                                                                                  
    Mary, Did You Know?                                                                             Lowry 

Chris Allred 
 

    The Christmas Story                                 Luke 2:1-20; 52 (NT Pages 58-59) 
                                                                          

     
    

   Homily                                                                                 
   Interruptions and Uncertainties                                          Rev. Roger Weisner                                                  
       
   Service of Holy Communion 
 
   The Great Thanksgiving 
   Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
   People:  And also with you. 
   Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
   People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
   Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    
   Leader: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
                  give thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth... 
                  ...And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
                  we praise your name and join their  unending hymn:  



 

        All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 
                 earth are full of your glory. 
                 Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of  
                 the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
   Leader:  And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
                  we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living 
                  sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the 
                  mystery of faith. 
   People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
   Leader: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of 
                 bread and wine.  Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
                 that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his 
                 blood.  By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, 
                 and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final 
                 victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  Through your Son 
                 Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and 
                 glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
    All:  Amen. 
     

    The Lord’s Prayer 
        

    Giving the Bread and Cup 
    

   (While others are receiving communion, you are invited to join in the first 
    verse of these Christmas carols.) 
    No. 218  It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
    No. 224  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
    No. 230  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
    No. 238  Angels We Have Heard on High 
    No. 240  Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
    No. 245  The First Noel 
    
  Candle Lighting Service   
   (For safety, when passing the flame lighting the candles, the person holding 
   the lighted candle should hold their candle upright and the person with the 
   unlit candle should tilt their candle to get the flame from the lit candle.) 
   

*Carol No. 239 
    Silent Night, Holy Night                                                                         Gruber 
 

    1Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
    Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

    Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
 

3Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; 
Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 



 

*Benediction and Blessing 
 

*Carol No. 246 
    Joy to the World!                                                                     arr G. F. Handel 
                

   Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King; let every 
heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature 

sing, and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

   Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ; while fields 
   and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the 

   sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

   No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; he comes 
   to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

   He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the 
   glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his 

love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

*Postlude                           
   O Blessed Emmanuel                                                                                  Bach               


