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    All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
    are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes 
    in the name of  the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
    Leader:  And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in  Jesus Christ, we 
    offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in  
    union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of  faith. 
    People:  Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
    Leader: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here…  
    ...Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all 
    honor and glory is  yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
    All:  Amen. 
 

    THE LORD’S PRAYER 
    

    GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
                                                                                         
   THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES 
   Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
   Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, 

so that we may remember that only by your gracious gift 
   are we given everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 
* IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
   (At this time, please depart in silence using the center aisle and receive the imposition of ashes from Dr. 
   Roger Weisner located at the back of the sanctuary.) 
 
   Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 
        

    
 

 
 

A SERVICE OF WORSHIP FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 
 
Ash Wednesday emphasizes a dual encounter: we confront our own mortality and confess our sin before 
God within the community of faith. The form and content of the service focus on the dual themes of sin 
and death in the light of God's redeeming love in Jesus Christ. 
 
The use of ashes as a sign of mortality and repentance has a long history in Jewish and Christian    
worship, and the Imposition of Ashes can be a powerful nonverbal and experiential way of participating 
in the call to repentance and reconciliation. This practice is the historic focus of Ash Wednesday      
observance and gave the day its name. It is traditional to save the palm branches from the previous 
Passion/Palm Sunday service and burn them ahead of time to produce the ashes for this service.  
 
   GATHERING  
 
* HYMN NO. 382 
   Have Thine Own Way, Lord                                                                                                         Stebbins 
 
   OPENING PRAYER  
 
   OFFERING 
   (Our offering tonight will benefit the Backpack Program in the Lexington City Schools.) 
        
   SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                                         Psalm 51:1-17 (OT Pg. 520-521)  
 
   LENTEN REFLECTION 
   Common Ground 
 
   THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
    (Christ the Lord invites to his table all who love him.  Communion is served by intinction—the  act of  
     dipping the bread into the cup.  Gluten-free wafers and single serve cups are available.  If you are 
     unable to come to the altar, please remain seated. When invited by the ministers, please raise your hand 
     and they will come and serve you.) 
 

    Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
    People:  And also with you. 
    Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
    People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
    Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
    People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    Leader:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
    thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth… 
    ...And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise 
    your name and  join their unending hymn:  


