
An Afternoon Service of Prayer Before Thanksgiving 
Sunday, November 24, 2019 
Four o’clock in the afternoon 

 
The Journey Begins 
Enter the sanctuary in silence.  Take as much time as you desire visiting 
each prayer station.  Pause, meditate and experience the presence of 
God. 
 
Prayer Station One  -  Remember Your Baptism 
Meditate upon these words from your baptismal covenant… 
 

Remember your baptism and be thankful. (Touch the water.) 
 

We give thanks for all that God has already given us. 
As members of the body of Christ... we will faithfully participate in the 
ministries of the church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our 
service, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 
 
Prayer Station Two  -  The Presence of God 
The Christ Candle awaits you.  Select a small candle from the wooden 
tray, receive the light of Christ (light your candle) and (return it to 
the wooden tray). 
 

Meditate upon the word of God... 
People don’t light a lamp and then put it in a closet or under a basket. 
Rather, they place the lamp on a lampstand so that those who enter the 
house can see the light. 
 

Prayerfully lift up these words… 
 

Surely the presence of the lord is in this place; I can feel his mighty power 
and his grace.  I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each 
face; surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
 
Prayer Station Three  -  I am thankful for… 
Stop and take a moment to write what you are thankful for on the card 
provided and place the card in the basket. 
 
Prayer Station Four  -  A Photo Prayer 
As you exit to the Narthex, continue to the top of the ramp near the 
fellowship hall, stop and watch the video (refer to back of this card) 
before continuing into the fellowship hall.  
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A Thanksgiving Prayer 
(by Rev. Linda McDermott, First United Methodist Church, Fort 
Worth, Texas) 
 
God who loves us, who deserves our gratitude for so much that is 
good, 
 
We offer our prayers of thanksgiving to you: 
For the beauty of the earth — bright orange leaves mixed with 
green, a gentle rain, a spider’s delicate web. 
 
For friends, for family, even acquaintances who offer us kindness, 
who bring us laughter, who hold us to a higher standard. 
 
Lord of all that is good and nourishing to our well being, we give 
you thanks. 
 
How we must try your patience with our pettiness! 
 
All of life is a wonder. The very breath we take, the ability to 
rouse ourselves each new day, a single blade of grass that holds 
such miracles of symmetry, a tiny  distant star whose real size 
boggles our minds. 
 
We take our lives for granted — as if it were our right, and not 
our gift. 
 
We take our days and our loves and our passions for granted — 
as if tomorrow will verify their importance and our present mo-
ments have other things to occupy us. 
 
Gracious God, who lavishes goodness upon us even in some of our 
darkest moments, help us to see your goodness, remind us to 
have grateful hearts, give us receptive minds, and grant us ever-
gracious ways of living in harmony with each other. 
 
And in our gratitude, make us to be instruments of your peace. 
Amen. 
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