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A Moment with the Pastor 
  

“Nobody can go back and start a new beginning, but anyone can start today and 

make a new ending.” —Maria Robinson 
  

For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 

and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 

things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things 

which are not seen are eternal.  2 Corinthians 4:17-18  
 

If you are like me, our routine has been turned upside down.  There are things I 

can continue doing, while other things I cannot do.  I feel the tension between  

social distancing while longing to be closer to others.  How can six feet seem so 

close and yet so far away?  What was once normal is transforming itself into some-

thing we have yet to see, much less understand.  If you pause and get in touch with 

your feelings, they might be named fear, overwhelmed, uncertainty, loneliness,  

concern, frustration, confusion, anger, and then hope. 
 

As believers, we are all called to transform the little world around us. C.S. Lewis 

offered a thoughtful perspective on remaining heavenly-minded while continuing to 

make an impact in this present world. In “Mere Christianity,” he said. “Hope…

means…a continual looking forward to the eternal world…it does not mean that 

we are to leave the present world as it is. If you read history you will find that the 

Christians who did most for the present world were just those who thought most 

of the next…It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world 

that they have become so ineffective in this. Aim at Heaven and you will get earth 

‘thrown in’: aim at earth and you will get neither.” 
 

Aim high and your faith will help you see that our momentary afflictions cannot 

match the power of God. Being heavenly-minded is not natural. It happens when 

we focus and meditate on the reality and wonderful hope of the world to come. 

What can we do?  We can bring a taste of heaven into the little world around us.  

We can share the peace of Jesus with those around us:  Fear Not, my peace I leave 

with you.  All things work together for those who love the Lord.  What is one of 

your scriptures that will help you focus on God. God’s word helps us to be    

heavenly-minded so we might find that peace that overcomes. So, let’s not become 

complacent—but stay focused on God.  As we go and share God’s love, remember 

we are about doing our Father’s business and soon enough we will hear the Lord 

saying, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant!”  Let us start a new beginning.  

Let us keep our eyes on the prize. Until then, let’s pray without ceasing doing the       

Father’s will.   In this moment, quiet your heart, listen for God in your soul, as you 

pray this prayer: 
 

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; courage to 

change the things I can; and wisdom to know the difference. 
  

Living one day at a time; enjoying one moment at a time; accepting hardships 

as the pathway to peace; taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is, not as I 

would have it; trusting that He will make all things right if I surrender to His 

Will; that I may be reasonably happy in this life and supremely happy with 

Him forever in the next.  Amen.                                              --Reinhold Niebuhr  

 
Continued 

http://www.cptryon.org/prayer/special/serenity.html##


March 26, 2020  Update from Bishop Leeland 
 

Dear Western North Carolina Conference UMC Family and Friends, 
 

The decision to suspend all in-person worship and gatherings is an effort to assist 

in halting the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19). This change certainly creates 

a new set of challenges for all of us.  We really are building the bridge as we are 

walking across it. One new challenge we are facing is addressing ministry needs in 

situations that are different from our traditional ways of doing ministry.  Our   

District Missional Networks are needed more than ever to meet the needs of 

your community, to collaborate on virtual offerings, and to provide care for one 

another.  Another challenge is how to offer the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

This letter will provide suggested guidelines that should prove helpful. 
 

Please know that your Bishop, Conference Staff, District Superintendents, Vitality 

Associates, District Administrators, and support staff are all available to assist and 

help. While we are available by email or phone, we want you to know that all      

in-person meetings at the Conference and District levels are either postponed or 

being held virtually. We strongly urge all our WNCC churches to do the 

same as we follow the advice of the Center for Disease Control 

(CDC). Please continue to discontinue services until further notice.  We 

will monitor the CDC’s recommendations and will let you know when 

it’s appropriate to gather in person for worship once again. 
 

During this unprecedented time of a global pandemic, the Church is more        

important than ever. Each church and ministry have a unique opportunity to serve 

as channels of grace, mercy, and love, as we do what Christ has commissioned us 

to do. If possible, please continue to offer food pantries and other resources    

following the guidelines of the CDC as well as these from Second Harvest Food 

Bank. God put us in our communities to offer Christ, especially in times of testing 

and crisis, and to be a shining beacon of hope in these dark times. 
 

As difficult as it is to suspend in-person worship and to practice social distancing, 

it is necessary to do so to protect the larger community and therefore save lives. 

As we hear the news of increasing cases of infection throughout our state, it    

becomes more apparent that these prevention measures will not end quickly. 

Thus, churches need to plan creative ways to worship and share the good news. 

We give thanks for the many other ways we can connect while being physically 

apart. The CHURCH has never been the buildings in which we worship. 
  
By now you have heard the news that the Commission on General Conference 

has released a statement announcing the postponement of General Conference 

2020. Please pray for Commission members as they work to schedule new dates. 

It is premature to make any decisions about our own Annual Conference at this 

point. We will offer further information regarding the WNCC Annual Conference 

by May 1, 2020.  I will be meeting via conference call with the College of Bishops 

to discuss plans regarding the rescheduling of General Conference and other 

events. 

 

We are Easter people.  God will take care of us, but we need to be aware of our 

spiritual, mental, and physical needs.  How are you taking care of yourself today?  

Step outside.  Plant a flower.  Take a walk or drive. Play golf. Read devotions. Pray.   

Call & talk with a friend.  Write a letter.  Send a card.  It will help us see that our 

afflictions are only temporary.  Take a new step for a new ending. 
 

What are you doing to encourage yourself and others?  Contact the church office 

or me and share your story    
 

Blessings to you! 
Roger Weisner, Senior Minister 
336-575-3974 
rweisner@wnccumc.net 

Continued 



As you explore and use new technologies to engage in virtual worship, please    
ensure you are conducting your worship legally, as there are some different laws 
for livestreaming. If you are uncertain and need direction, Havaleh Havelka, our 
Conference Training and Resource Specialist, has compiled these resources for 
you. 
 

Remember you can and should provide pastoral care by phone calls, cards, and  
letters. You are encouraged to connect with members and with each other in as 
many ways as you can. Make sure that your church leaders develop a plan for your 
church to care for the community while practicing social distancing.  Let this time 
be an opportunity to develop a network of care. 
 

Please continue and encourage Christian stewardship, making every effort to     
support your church’s financial obligations. Urge your people to be faithful in giving 
and wise in spending.  For this reason, our WNCC has established an on-line giving 
portal available to all our congregations, but especially to those who do not      
currently have a way to receive electronic contributions.  Use this link and follow 
the prompts. Your contribution will then be forwarded to your local church. 
  
Furthermore, the Council on Finance and Administration and the Connectional 
Table will be asked to set up the WNC Connexion Clergy Relief Fund to assist 
churches who are struggling to pay clergy salaries due to this crisis.  An on-line 
portal will be established to make gifts that will help our congregations support 
clergy and their families as they continue to lead our ministries. 
 

I give thanks for the innovative ways that you are adapting to this new reality, which 
thankfully, will not last forever. Please know that you are prayed for daily as you 
care for those around you. You are not alone. Especially now, we find great hope 
in the promise of Jesus, "I am with you always, to the end of this age." (Matthew 
28:20). "The Best of All is God is With Us." (John Wesley) 
  
God bless, 
Bishop Paul L. Leeland 
 

March 31, 2020  Update from the Bishop Leeland and Cabinet 
  

"I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and 

your descendants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; 

for that means life to you and length of days" 
  

Dear Colleagues in Ministry, 
  

With the implementation of the state-wide “Stay at Home” order, the Cabinet has 

received several questions regarding “drive-in worship,” where people come and 

worship in the church parking lot in their cars.  While we honor the desire to gath-

er for worship in whatever ways might be possible, we believe that holding a “drive

-in” service is counter to what the Governor is asking of us all.  It both encourages 

people to leave their homes and could easily violate the restriction of no more 

than 10-person gatherings that has been mandated.  Thus, we encourage you not 

to offer such services at this time. We know that such a decision will be received 

reluctantly by some.  However, our hope and prayer is that you might embrace it 

as a way the Church is seeking to save lives, a sacrifice on our part for the good of 

the whole.  We continue to undergird you all with love and care. 
  

Blessings,  
  

The Bishop and Cabinet of WNCC 

 

Our Stewardship for God’s Work  Everyone is a part of God’s stewardship.  

Just a gentle reminder that you may continue to give during this “stay home” period 

we are currently observing due to COVID-19.  You may 

send your tithes and offerings by mail, drop by the church     

office—remember to be mindful of social distancing—and 

online. 
 

Online Giving For mobile device users, the QR (Quick 

Response) code will take you to a secure mobile site for 

Online Giving from your smartphone or tablet.  On your 

first visit, you will need to create a profile. 



Staying Home, Staying Healthy and Staying Connected! 

HOW CAN I STAY CONNECTED? 
 

Thought of the Week 
• Posted Tuesdays to our website and Facebook page. 

• Sent via Phone Tree on Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m. 
• Printed copies mailed to those who do not have access to a computer. 

 

Weekly Message 
• Posted Thursdays to our website and Facebook page. 

• Printed copies mailed to those who do not have access to a computer. 
 

Children’s Message 
Posted Thursdays to our website and Facebook page. 

 

You are encouraged to visit the website: http://www.fumclex.org/  

Prayer Breakfast Group 

Prayer List updated weekly and sent via email & regular mail with a devotion. 
 

Adult Sunday School via Zoom 

Sunday mornings (10a-11a) 

If you are interested in joining this meeting, please send your email address 

to Roger at his email: rweisner@wnccumc.net 

Instructions to join a meeting via Zoom: 
 

• The church office has established a Zoom account.  
• When a Zoom meeting is schedule, the host will send out an email invitation. 
• You will receive an email with a blue Zoom link, Meeting ID and Password. Click 
on the blue link sent just before the scheduled meeting is beginning. 

• No Zoom account necessary to attend a Zoom meeting. 
• Once you have clicked on the link that you have been provided via 

email invitation, you will be prompted to download the software,  
• Make sure you enter the Meeting ID and password when requested. 
• You may also wish to create an account, but that is not required 

to participate in a Zoom meeting.  It just makes the process easier.  
• You will be able to see and hear other participants as well as talk back and forth if 
you have audio (camera) and/or microphone. 
• At first, all participants will be muted by the host.  If you have a question, you can 
select "Chat" to ask a question or make a comment. The audience can talk or mute as 
they choose.  

Thought of the Week 

Weekly Message 

Once on the website: 

• Point on Worship 

• Point & click 

Thought of the 

Week OR Weekly 

Message 

Children’s Message 

Once on the website: 

• Point on Ministries 

• Point & click on 

Children, click on 

links for Children’s 

Message, Pen Pals or 

Fun Pages 

Also, continue to visit 

News & Events for 

information from the 

church, district & conference 

offices: 

Once on the website: 

• Point on News 

• Scroll down to follow 

articles posted by 

date 

Picnic Lunch via Zoom 

Wednesdays (12:15p-12:45p) 

Grab your lunch & join us for fellowship 

Please send your email address to 

Donna: dhuskins@firstumclex.org 
 

Church Staff Meetings via Zoom 

Mondays (10:00a) 
 

Finance Team via Zoom 

Tuesday, April 7 (7p) 
 

Newsletter Articles Due 

April 15 for May Issue 
 

Church Council via Zoom 

Sunday, April 19 (5p)  
 

Serve meal at Crisis Ministries 

Tuesday, April 21 (5:45p) 

Koinonia Sunday School 

Contact: John McWhorter & Kathy Hester 

Please contact Crisis Ministries for their 

 protocol during this time. 

http://www.fumclex.org/
mailto:rweisner@wnccumc.net
mailto:rweisner@wnccumc.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH AND EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12   

Pastor Roger will offer “virtual” communion during his 
Weekly Message posted on our website, Facebook page and 
mailed to those who do not have access to a computer. 
Before you gather with your family to read or listen to the 
message, bring with you a bread element (cracker, toast, 
biscuit, etc.) and a wine/juice element (water, juice, etc.).  
Roger will consecrate your communion elements and you 
will partake of the elements from your home with your 

family.  Communion instructions will be sent out via email and posted on 
our website so that you may print a copy and fully participate. 
 

PALM BRANCHES AVAILABLE, SATURDAY, APRIL 4  Palms will be available 
at the State Street entrance. ONE palm branch per household. Remember 
to be mindful of social distancing if you choose to pick up a palm branch 
to display at your home. 
 

FLOWER CROSS, SATURDAY, APRIL 11         
The flower cross will be displayed on the front lawn of the church.  Remember 
to be mindful of social distancing if you choose to view the flower cross 
or place flowers on the cross. 
 
The Church Office — Your Essential Communicator 
Please know that the church staff continues to work during normal office hours.  
We are here to assist you in any way that we 
are able. Do not hesitate to contact us for 
assistance or let us know of someone who 
may need assistance. We  continue to serve so 
that you may worship, fellowship and stay  
connected while staying at home and saving 
lives.  Church Office:  (336) 248-2886 
At this time, we are doing a weekly mailing to 
those who do not have access to a computer so that they may stay connected. 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR EMAIL, OUR WEBSITE & FACEBOOK REGULARLY FOR UPDATES. 

 
HELP SLOW THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 

Follow these steps to help keep you and others safe: 
• Stay home if you can and avoid any non-essential travel. Avoid social 

gatherings of more than 10 people. 
• Practice social distancing by keeping at least 6 feet — about two arm 

lengths — away from others if you must go out in public. Stay connected 
with loved ones through video and phone calls, texts and social media. 
Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, 
especially after being in a public place, or after blowing your nose, 
coughing or sneezing. If soap and water are not readily available, use a 
hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 

• Clean and disinfect household surfaces daily and high-touch surfaces 
frequently throughout the day. High-touch surfaces include phones,   
remote controls, counters, tabletops, doorknobs, bathroom fixtures,    
toilets, keyboards, tablets and bedside tables.  

• Cover your coughs and sneezes. Use a tissue to cover your nose and 
mouth, and throw used tissues in a lined trash can. If a tissue isn’t available, 
cough or sneeze into your elbow — not your hands. Wash your hands 
immediately. 

Finance Team Income and Expense Report 

Date YTD Income YTD Expenses Net Income (Loss) 

3/1/2020 $108,222.80  $81,647.19  $26,575.61  

3/8/2020 $113,870.89  $86,391.75  $27,479.14  

3/15/2020 $119,175.89  $89,874.56  $29,301.33  

3/22/2020 $126,019.89  $100,700.56  $25,319.33  

3/29/2020 $130,060.89  $101,718.17  $28,342.72  
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Sympathy 
Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the congregation is extended to the family  

of Miheepa Harb Jones upon her death on Thursday, March 19, 2020. 

 

 
Dr. Roger Weisner, Senior Minister 
rweisner@wnccumc.net 
 

Lee Mabe, Director of Music and Youth 
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Amanda Bostick, Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
aebostick@gmail.com 
 

Alma Carlton, Financial Secretary 
acarlton@firstumclex.org 
 

Donna Huskins, Administrative Assistant 
dhuskins@firstumclex.org 

Church Staff 

The family of Miheepa Jones acknowledges with grateful appreciation the kind expression 

of your sympathy.  Dear Church, Please let your congregation know how much I appreciated 

all the cards I received from your members.  Momma loved her church a lot.  She especially 

loved doing the Chrismons and helping decorate the tree. 

—Josephine Michael (Miheepa’s daughter) 


