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Visiting in a Time of Pandemic 
  

Imagine this.  A new minister comes to town, and not one minister, but two.  A 

minister’s main purpose is to help people build and strengthen their relationship 

with God.  To do that, the ministers need to get to know the people.  
  

In times gone by, ministers would get to know the people by visiting in their 

homes.  When my dad was a young minister in the 1960’s, he would often make 

multiple house calls a day, dropping in for tea or a chat.  He knew which businessmen 

closed early on Wednesday afternoons. He knew which factory workers were 

home after the whistle blew at 3:00 p.m.  He knew the routines of the farmers.  

He knew who he could call on at their workplace.  He knew who was retired.  He 

knew who the teachers were and whether or not they had summer jobs to help 

make ends meet. 
 

At some point, between my dad’s early years in ministry and my early years in ministry, 

life got complicated. Schedules got busier. Children’s activities got more programmed.  

Banks and grocery stores began staying open longer.  Fewer and fewer places 

closed on Sundays.  Making multiple house calls in one day become logistically difficult.  

Then there were all those never-ending to-do lists and project lists and church 

programs and activities, not to mention the prep time for sermons and Bible studies 

and meetings.  There was never enough time to get to know people and do all the 

work that was required to keep the doors open and the bills paid.  This was the 

life that Cheryl and I both lived as ministers. 
 

Then in January this year, we began to hear about this new virus.  Was it named 

after a beer, or did we read it wrong?  At first the news was uncertain and the  

information a bit muddled.  But when the ACC tournament was cancelled after the 

first round, I began to realize that life as we knew it was about to change drastically.   
 

A week before the ACC tournament, my District Superintendent had called me to 

let me know that Cheryl and I were going to be moving together to a new church.  

He wouldn’t tell us where yet, but we had a strong guess that it would be First 

Lexington.  That day we began to pack and to dream and to talk about what it 

would be like to work together for the first time. 
 

Our conversations changed drastically the next week when the Tournament was 

cancelled.  I had cleared my calendar that Thursday afternoon to come home and 

watch N.C. State play Duke with the slight hope of an upset, but I brought some 

work home just in case the outcome was obvious early.  Instead, the game was 

cancelled. The tournament was cancelled. A week later we shifted to live-

streaming our worship service.  Only the pastors, musicians, and AV techs were 

allowed in the building along with two ushers who kept an eye on things.  I felt like 

Garrison Keillor, Jr. running a live broadcast of the Kannapolis Prairie Home  

Companion show. 
 

Four months later, we still don’t know what the future holds.  Our best scientists, 

public health officials, and medical professionals are doing their best to understand 

the Corona virus and the disease the virus causes, COVID-19.  Each new day 

brings new discoveries and hope for a treatment and a vaccine.  The light at the 

end of the tunnel, however, is far away. 

 



 

We do not yet know how our lives will be different once the pandemic has faded 

away.  Our work lives, our church lives, our social lives, the way our health care 

system works, the way our economy works; these all may function very differently 

in the future. 
 

One thing remains the same, however, and that is the need within our churches 

and our communities to build strong relationships with one another.  Cheryl and I 

are committed to building strong relationships with each of you during our time 

together. This endeavor, however, will require patience and creativity and initiative 

from all of us.  Please see the Guidelines for Pastoral Visits below for ideas and 

please reach out to us so we can figure out together how to build our relationships 

safely and with an abundance of caution. 
 

Grace and Peace, 

 

 

 

 
 

Rev. Kirk Tutterow 

 

Guidelines for Pastoral Visits during COVID-19    

by Kirk Tutterow  -  July 15, 2020 
  

As Cheryl and I plan for visits at this time, one or both of us can meet with individuals, 

couples, and small groups of up to eight either at the church or at your home with 

the following guidelines: 
 

1. Wearing masks and remaining six feet apart for any visit is strongly recommended.   

2. Handshakes and hugs are strongly discouraged 

3. Home visits are safest outside, on a porch, a deck, or in the yard.   

4. At this point, pastoral visits are not allowed at assisted living facilities, skilled 

nursing facilities, and hospitals.  However, we can communicate with folks by 

telephone so call the church and let us know if someone needs a phone call. 

5. Church visits are safest outside on the lawn or at the picnic tables, and safer in 

larger rooms such as the Fellowship Hall. 

6. If you have a large deck or a good outdoor space for gathering in a circle with 

lawn chairs and would be willing to host a small group at your home, please let 

one of us know. 

7. We can also use Zoom and Skype to set video chats, and we can always use 

the telephone for a chat. 
 

In the old normal times, Cheryl or I would likely be calling you over the next few 

months to set up a visit.  However, in these current times, we do not know your 

level of comfort meeting with people face-to-face or any underlying medical issues 

you may have.  In the past, the pastor would usually initiate these visits – however, 

because of the many different options and current restrictions, we need your input.   
 

Call or email one or both of us so we can set up a time and a way to meet with 

one another as we work together to brighten the corner of the world God has 

given into our care. 

. 

Know your 3 W’s 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR AUGUST 2020 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

You are encouraged to visit the website: www.fumclex.org to view the latest 
news, calendar, worship service, bulletin and newsletter. 
 

Check your email each Friday for the First UMC—Weekly Reminder for 
the latest announcements, bulletin, ZOOM meeting details and website link. 
 

HOW DO I VIEW A WORSHIP SERVICE ON YOUTUBE? 
HOW DO I VIEW OR PRINT A BULLETIN? 

HOW DO I VIEW ARCHIVED WORSHIP SERVICES? 
 

Once on the website, point & click on the big banner screen Watch Sermons 

on YouTube. 

1. Click on the blue link sermon title to go to YouTube to view the current      

worship service. 

2. Click on the bulletin date to view or print a copy on 8 ½ x 11 paper so that 

you may fully interact with the worship service. 

3. Click on Click here to go to our YouTube channel to view archived sermons.  
 

Instructions to join a meeting via Zoom: 
 

• The church office has established a Zoom account. 

• You may join a Zoom meeting with a computer (desktop/laptop), ipad or iphone.  

Make sure the church office has your current email address so that you 

may receive email invitations to meetings.  

• When a Zoom meeting is schedule, the meeting host will send an email invitation. 

• You will receive an email with a blue Zoom link, please write down the Meeting ID 

and Password. Click on the blue link minutes before the scheduled meeting. 

• Once you have clicked on the link, you will be sent to the Zoom.us website. 

• Select Join a Meeting.  

• You may be asked to Sign Up (create an account), but that is not required 

to participate in a Zoom meeting.   

• You will select Test Audio, if requested.  

• Type in the Meeting ID and Password when requested. 

• You will be able to see and hear other participants as well as talk back and forth if 

you have audio (microphone) and/or video (camera). 

Worship Weekly Meetings Monthly Meetings 

Adult Sunday School 

Sunday (10a-11a) 

Zoom 

 

Sunday Morning Worship 

You can find us on: 

• YouTube 

      First UMC Lexington NC 

• Facebook 

• Regular mail for those   

without computer access 

 

Bulletin 

You can find it to view or 

print: 

• Weekly Reminder email 

• Website 

Prayer Breakfast 

Wednesdays  

Email and regular mail with 

devotion. 

 

Reopening Response Team  

Thursdays (10a-11a) 

Zoom 

 

Weekly Reminder 

Fridays (2p) 

Email 

Vacation Bible School  

Monday, Aug 10 & Wednesday, 

Aug 13—Home delivery of 

VBS packets to the children. 
 

Teens of Life Youth 

KICK_OFF 
Thursday, Aug 13 & Friday Aug 

14—Home delivery of gift 

cards for a milkshake to youth. 
 

Newsletter Articles Due 

August 15 for September Issue 
 

United Methodist Men 

Sunday, Aug 16 (8:45a—9:45a) 

Zoom 
 

Serve meal at Crisis Ministries 

Tuesday, August 18 (5:45p) 

Missions Team 

Contact: Kim Miller and Jayne 

James  -  Please contact Crisis 

Ministries for their protocol 

during this time. 
 

PROMOTION Sunday 

Sunday, August 23 (11a) 

During the morning worship 

service on YouTube.  Bibles 

delivered on Monday, Aug 25. 

August Blood Drive 

Tuesday, August 11 (2p-6:30p) 

Contact church office for an 

appointment or visit our website 

to register online. 

Port-a-Pit Chicken 

Fundraiser for The Life 

Center 

Thursday, August 27 (11a-2p) 

Curbside pick-up 



Our Stewardship for God’s Work  Everyone is a part 

of God’s stewardship.  Just a gentle reminder that you 

may continue to give during this “stay home” period we 

are currently observing due to COVID-19. You may send 

your tithes and offerings by mail, drop by the church office 

(remember to be mindful of social distancing) and online. 
 

Online Giving For mobile device users, the QR (Quick 

Response) code will take you to a secure mobile site for 

Online Giving from your smartphone or tablet.  On your first visit, you will need to 

create a profile. 
 

Finance Team Income and Expense Report 

 

Food Pantry 

During the pandemic, some of us may have lost jobs, some of us 

are helping family members to stay safe & healthy and some of us 

may be concerned about going to the grocery store. A food  

pantry has been set-up at the 4th Avenue entrance of the 

church. If you need food for your family or a neighbor, please 

help yourself.  You may come by any day between the hours of 6:30a—9:30p 

using the door code to enter.  If you have forgotten the door code, reach out to 

another congregation member or contact the church office during business hours.  

Unused food from the pantry will be shared with Pastor’s Pantry and Open Hands Ministries.  

 

Be A Lifesaver!  Give Blood! 

Tuesday, August 11th (2p-6:30p) 

First UMC Fellowship Hall 

Want to schedule an appointment? 

 Call the church (336) 248-2886 

 Visit our website www.fumclex.org 

Date YTD Income YTD Expenses Net Income (Loss) 

7/5/2020 $269,074.17  $214,992.70  $54,081.47  

7/12/2020 $284,001.17  $230,578.36  $53,422.81  

7/19/2020 $290,806.17  $239,897.57  $50,908.60  

7/26/2020 $295,938.51  $253,983.03  $41,955.48  

Vacation Bible School is Coming to YOU! 
Monday, August 10 & Thursday, August 13 
First UMC kids (and parents) be on the lookout for a SPECIAL 
DELIVERY to your home.  Vacation Bible School packets full of 
wonderful activities to enjoy with your family are being delivered 
personally to you by Amanda Bostick, Rev. Cheryl Skinner, Rev. 
Kirk Tutterow and Lee Mabe.  

                                                                Celebrating our Children, Youth 
                                                                and their Leaders 

 

                                                                  11:00a Morning Worship Service 
                                                                on YouTube 

 

We will recognize our Kindergarten, 3rd grade, & 6th grade students and share in the 
Blessing of the Backpacks—children & youth are encourage to have their back-
packs with them when they watch the morning worship service on YouTube!  

 

On August 25, promotion Bibles will be delivered to the homes of our Kindergarten, 3rd 
grade & 6th grade students. 

Events & Happenings 
For more information about Children’s Ministry: 

Amanda Bostick, Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

336-596-1363 or aebostick@gmail.com 

Sunday, August 23         

VBS is the 
BEST! 



Port-a-Pit Chicken Fundraiser for The Life Center 

Thursday, August 27 (11a-2p)  

Tickets $10  -  Purchase Tickets in Advance! 

 You may contact Betty Pope at (336) 250-8407 to purchase tickets.  

 Curbside Pick-Up at The Life Center, 601 West Center Street,. 

 Use the gravel drive off Center Street for pick-up. 

 Proceeds will provide scholarships for The Life Center participants. 
 

 

Disciple Fast Track Bible Study Via 

Zoom for Fall 2020 

Remember Disciple Bible Study?  SO 

MANY pages of reading!  Why not get 

reacquainted with your  Bible this fall with 

a through-the-Bible study that is more 

geared  towards people’s busy lives?  We will meet on Tuesdays via Zoom beginning 

September 8 for a total of 13 sessions, focusing on the main texts and themes of the 

Old Testament. There will be two classes each Tuesday—one at 10:00 a.m. and one 

at 7:00 p.m.—so you can choose the time that best fits your needs. Readings for each 

week include a manageable 3-5 chapters of the Bible each day, plus some commentary 

and questions in your participant book. Cost for the class is $25, which includes an 

Old Testament Participant Book and a copy of Daniel Erlander’s book Manna &    

Mercy, a beautifully illustrated summary of the biblical message.  If you would like to 

participate, please contact Pastor Cheryl, who will be leading the class. You may reach 

her via email at skinnerrev@hotmail.com or by calling the church  office.  In summary: 

 

What: Disciple Fast Track: Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study 

When: Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. or 7:00 p.m. beginning September. 8 

Where: Online via Zoom 

Cost: $25 for Old Testament Participant Book plus Manna & Mercy 

Contact: Pastor Cheryl at skinnerrev@hotmail.com or call the church 

 

Please do not let either cost or technology impede you!  If you would like to    

participate, let Cheryl know and we will help make it happen! 

Teens of Life Youth Ministry Events & Happenings 

For more information about Teens of Life Youth Ministry: 

Lee Mabe, Director of Youth Ministry 336-248-2886 or maestromabe@gmail.com 

To our 6th grade youth: 

We are planning to KICK-OFF the start of school with the delivery of GIFT 
CERTIFICATES to your home for a B-B-Q Center milkshake!  The delivery 
will begin on the afternoon of Thursday, August 13th through Friday,   
August 14th.  Do not worry about being missed.  We will contact you if we are 
unable to connect with you on that Thursday or Friday. 
 

ALSO, we are planning to have an outdoor event for ALL youth in September!  A 
postcard will be mailed to you with details.  Hope to see you soon! 

mailto:skinnerrev@hotmail.com
mailto:skinnerrev@hotmail.com
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Sympathy 

Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the congregation is extended to Rev. Doug 

(Lynn) Rowe and family upon the death of his sister, Cynthia Rowe Hunt on July 6, 2020. 
 

Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the congregation is extended to Rev. Jamie 

Armstrong, Matt, Maggie and their family upon the death of Jamie’s mother, Margarethe 

“Heli” Ploberger Armstrong on July 14, 2020 in Charlotte, NC. 

 

 
Rev. Cheryl Skinner, Minister 
skinnerrev@hotmail.com 
 
Rev. Kirk Tutterow, Minister 
kingtutt65@gmail.com 
 
 

Lee Mabe, Director of Music and Youth 
maestromabe@gmail.com 
 

 
Phyllis Jones, Organist 
musician@att.net 
 

Amanda Bostick, Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
aebostick@gmail.com 
 

Alma Carlton, Financial Secretary 
acarlton@firstumclex.org 
 

Donna Huskins, Administrative Assistant 

Church Staff 

A Note of Thanks 

“Thank you” to all of my friends that sent cards, get well wishes, and 

sympathy notes after my last fall. I still cannot walk. I am hoping, with 

therapy, to improve. 

Your friend, 

Janice Bacon 


