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Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, and COVID-19 
 

The other day I looked out my front door and saw that the bright orange 

pumpkin on the steps had little green spots on it and it was listing to the 

left.  Perhaps it’s time for the Fall decorations to go.  But I’m always slow to get 
the Christmas decorations out. I just don’t like to rush into the season. Any  

radio station playing Christmas music before Thanksgiving automatically gets 

changed.  Even during Advent, I like to ease toward Christmas, perhaps like the 

Wise Men slowly crossing the miles before getting to Bethlehem. 
 

Advent, after all, is a time to prepare, to get ready.  Christmas time’s a-coming, 

but it ain’t here yet.  At least that’s what my Bible tells me. And once the Christ 

child’s birth is celebrated on December 25th, we’ll keep celebrating at our 

house for the full twelve days of Christmas, and may even keep celebrating until 

the Christmas tree starts turning brown and listing to the right.  Think about 

it!  The ultimate gift from God.  Keep celebrating! 
 

But this year, especially this year, celebrate with caution and care both for 

yourself and for those around you. I know that some of you don’t particularly 

like wearing masks.  I’m not a big fan myself, but wearing a little piece of cloth 

over my mouth and nose isn’t a burden, and I’m just not willing to play the 

odds.  As a side note, I’m not a big fan of seatbelts either as I find them rather 

uncomfortable.  But I also found that $250 ticket a few years back rather  

uncomfortable. 
   

Cheryl and I counted up the other day, and we personally know over forty 

people who have had COVID-19, and about a third of them spent time in 

the hospital.  We also personally know two people who died from COVID-

19, and know of five others.  Most of these illnesses and deaths would have 

been prevented simply by wearing masks. 
 

As we go through Advent preparing to celebrate once again the coming of 

God’s greatest gift, please be mindful and considerate of others, especially 

within our church family.  Please don’t risk your life and health or someone 

else’s for your own comfort or to make a statement. 
 

Also, please know that First United Methodist Church has contact tracing    
procedures in place for office hours and on Sunday mornings.  We list who is in 
contact with staff during the week and log who sits where on Sundays.  If we 
learn that someone who tested positive was in our building before being tested 
but after contracting COVID-19, we will check our records to see who that 
person might have exposed to COVID-19 at the church.  In general, you are 
typically not considered to be at risk of exposure and will not be contacted by 
the staff unless you were within 6 feet of someone with COVID-19 for more 
than 15 minutes within a 24-hour timeframe during the likely contagious       
period.  Although a church member or staff person may choose to share the 
news that he or she has tested positive, privacy laws prevent First United  
Methodist Church from sharing names of individuals who have tested positive 
without their consent. 
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With these guidelines and considerations in mind, let’s journey together  

toward Bethlehem. 
 

Grace and peace,  

 
 

 

 

Kirk Tutterow 

Getting Ready for Christmas 
 

Everything is about to change. 
 

We are about to begin the season of Advent,  
the season of getting ready. 

 

The Church leaned a long time ago that people need a way to get ready  
to enter or even come close to a Mystery like Christmas. 

 

Sometimes, people walk right through a Mystery  
and do not even know it is there! 

 

They don’t know how to get ready, 
or maybe they forgot. 

 

The Church set aside four weeks to get ready. 
Christmas is such a great Mystery that it takes that long to get ready. 

 

During this time, we are all on the way to Bethlehem. 
We are all making the journey. 

We are all getting ready to enter the Mystery of Christmas. 
 

So let’s go with the prophets, 
the Holy Family, 
the shepherds, 

the angels, and the Magi, 
and all the rest  

to make the journey that was not just back then. 
 

It is also now. 
 

So begins the Godly Play lesson for the first Sunday in Advent.  Godly Play 
is an amazing children’s curriculum that takes its participants through the 
church year while teaching them the essential stories of the Bible.  But it’s 
not just for children—youth and adults get so much out of it as well—just 
read the lesson opening above.  Who doesn’t need a reminder that we 
need to take time to get ready for a Mystery like Christmas?  That it will 
mean even more if, instead of rushing through our to-do lists, family obligations 
and zoom parties, we carve out time and space to ponder the Mystery of 
Emmanuel, God-With-Us? 
 

P.S.—If you want to see the video that goes with the opening words of this 
article, go to YouTube and watch Introduction to the Godly Play Foundation 
Season of Wonder or click the link when you visit the News & Events 
page our website. 
 

Even though it is a different Advent season this year, we are still finding  

special ways to prepare for the coming of Christ.  Some ways you can “get 

ready” include… 
 

. 
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Sunday Worship at 11:00a—Sign up for in-person worship or view 

online via our YouTube channel. 
       

Each Sunday of Advent, listen to the Advent 

reading as we light the candles of hope, love, joy and 
peace on the Advent wreath.  And on Christmas 

Eve, we light the Christ candle. 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT, NOVEMBER 29 

The Bell Ensemble rings in the season of Advent. 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 6 

Lee Spears plays the hammer dulcimer. 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 13 

Carols with Strings and Singers 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 20 

Frank Stolz, Harpist 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE GOODIE BAGS, DECEMBER 20 

For those attending In-Person Worship on December 

20, Cheryl & Kirk will share the spirit of Advent with a 

Christmas Eve goodie bag given to each family member 

as you depart from the sanctuary. The items  in the bag 

will give your family the opportunity to fully experience 

the Christmas Eve Services on our YouTube channel on 

December 24. You may choose to view the 5:30p OR 

the 11p service. 
 

DRIVE-THRU MERRY CHRISTMAS WITH CHERYL & KIRK 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 (3P—5P) 

If you attend worship virtually or by weekly mailer, Cheryl & Kirk will share 

the spirit of Advent with a Christmas Eve goodie bag given to each family 

member as you drive thru the upper porte cochere on 4th Avenue.   

• Everyone should wear a mask or face covering and remain in their car. 

• Enter the State Street parking lot from 3rd Avenue at First Presbyterian. 

• Roll down driver’s side window and slowly proceed in a line to the    

upper porte cochere on 4th Avenue. 
• Stop for a moment to greet Cheryl & Kirk and 

receive a Christmas Eve goodie bag for each 

family member. The items  in the bag will give 

your family the opportunity to fully experience  

the Christmas Eve Services on our YouTube 

channel on December 24.  You may choose to 

view the 5:30pm  OR the 11pm service. 

• Exit onto 4th Avenue.  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES (YOUTUBE ONLY)  

 Join us on our YouTube channel: FIRST UMC LEXINGTON NC 

 You may choose to view: 

   5:30 pm  Christmas Eve through the Eyes of a Child 
 11:00 pm  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service & Communion 

 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY, DECEMBER 27 

Lessons and Carols  -  Soloist, Emma West joins the service. 
 

EPIPHANY SUNDAY, JANUARY 3 

Journey of the Wisemen 
 

 

2020 
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Date YTD Income   YTD Expenses   Net Income (Loss)   

11/1/2020 $397,298.83  $388,650.67  $8,648.16  

11/8/2020 $399,638.83  $402,340.28  ($2,701.45) 

11/15/2020 $403,272.09  $402,631.35  $640.74  

11/22/2020 $416,898.14  $418,442.15  ($1,544.01) 

Our Stewardship for God’s Work  Everyone is a 
part of God’s stewardship.  Just a gentle reminder that 
you may continue to give during this “stay home” period 
we are currently observing due to COVID-19. You may 
send your tithes and offerings by mail, drop by the church 
office (remember to be mindful of social distancing) and 
online. 
 

Online Giving For mobile device users, the QR (Quick 
Response) code will take you to a secure mobile site for 
Online Giving from your smartphone or tablet.  On your first visit, you will need to 
create a profile. 
 

Finance Team Income and Expense Report 

Incarnation Advent Study—Led by Rev. Kirk Tutterow via Zoom on          
Mondays at 3:00p and 7:00p beginning November 30 (See details below.) 
 

Wednesday Prayer—Outdoor noontime prayer services on the lawn         
with an Advent theme 
 

Children’s Advent Gatherings—Led by Amanda Bostick via Zoom on          
Wednesdays at 7:00p beginning December 2 (Watch your email for the link.) 
     

Of course, I also recommend setting aside a few minutes each day to reflect 
on how the Mystery of Christmas speaks to you this year.  You could read 
just one chapter in the Gospel of Luke each day beginning December 1 to 
relive the story of Jesus’ life by Christmas day.  You could take a walk or 
drive around your neighborhood to see the Christmas lights and pray for 
your neighbors as you pass by.  You could write a note to a family member, 
a friend, or even yourself, sharing your hopes and dreams for the coming 
year, knowing that Jesus is once again coming into the world.  
 

We are about to begin the season of Advent, the season of getting ready. 
 

Everything is about to change. 
 

Merry Christmas! 
Pastor Cheryl 
 

 
Incarnation Advent Study by Adam Hamilton 
In Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas, 
Adam Hamilton examines the names of Christ, exploring 
the historical and personal significance of his birth in this 
four-week study beginning on Monday, November 30 
at either 3:00p or 7:00p.  Reverend Kirk Tutterow will 
lead this study during an Advent season in which, more 
than ever, we gather together to remember what is  
important. In the face of uncertainty and conflict, we 
reclaim the Christ child who brings us together, heals 
our hearts, and calls us to bring light into darkness.  
Won’t you join us? 
 

     What: Incarnation Advent Study 
     When: Mondays at 3:00p or 7:00p beginning November 30 
     Where: Via Zoom 
     How: Email Kirk Tutterow at kingtutt65@gmail.com to sign up! 
 

(You do not need to read the book in order to participate in the study, but 
if you would like to do so, Donna can forward you an online link to the      
e-book or you may order a copy from Cokesbury or Amazon.) 

mailto:kingtutt65@gmail.com


CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 2020 

Calendar Events are subject to change—Refer to the Weekly Calendar in the bulletin or visit us 
on the web at www.fumclex.org  

Worship Weekly Meetings Monthly Meetings 

Adult Sunday School 

Join us Sundays on Zoom! 

 9:30a Adult Fellowship 

 9:30a Agape 

10:00a Faith & Friends 

 9:30a Genesis 

 9:30a Koinonia 

 9:30a Spruill/Wesley 
 

You can find an Adult Sunday 

School directory on: 

• Weekly Reminder email 

     Check your email on 

     Friday afternoon 

• Website — Members tab 

• Click  

• Enter password 

• Scroll down 

 

Morning Worship 

Each Sunday (11:00a) 

Sanctuary 

*Due to COVID-19 social 

distancing & indoor capacity 

guidelines, contact the 

church office weekly to 

make reservations.* 
 

View Sunday Morning 

Worship Services LIVE 

You can find us on: 

• Website (Click BIG 

     Banner—Sermons on 

    YouTube) 

• YouTube LIVE at 11:00a 

Search for: 

      First UMC Lexington NC 

• Facebook — Weekly 

post will remind you to 

visit our YouTube    

channel on Sunday at 

11:00a 

 

Bulletin 

You can view or print: 

• Weekly Reminder email 

• Website (Click BIG 

     Banner—Sermons on 

    YouTube) 

————— 

If you don’t have access to 

a computer? 

• Contact the church 

office to sign-up for the 

Weekly Mailer—a  

       bulletin with the 

       sermon manuscript 

United Methodist 

Women 

Thursday, December 11 (2p)  

Join us on Zoom! 
 

Newsletter Articles Due 

Dec15 for January Issue 
 

Serve meal at Crisis 

Ministries 

Tuesday, December 15 

(5:45p)  UMM 

Contact: Richard Foust—

Please contact Crisis Ministries 

for their protocol during this 

time. 
 

United Methodist Men 

Thursday, December 17 

(7p)  Join us on Zoom! 
 

Christmas Eve Goodie 

Bags 

Sunday, December 20 

Following in-person 

worship—Pick up your 

Christmas Eve goodie bags 

(Adults & Children) for each 

family member from Cheryl & 

Kirk 
 

Drive-Thru Merry 

Christmas 

Sunday, December 20 

(3p-5p)  -  Pick up your 

Christmas Eve goodie bags 

(Adults & Children) for each 

family member from Cheryl & 

Kirk 
 

Church Office Closed 

for Christmas Holiday 

Thursday, Dec 24 (12p) 

Friday, Dec 25 (All Day) 

Monday, Dec 28 (All Day) 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
Christmas Eve through the 
Eyes of a Child (5:30p) 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service & Communion (11p) 

Incarnation Advent 

Study  Join us on Zoom ! 

Adults—Monday, Nov 30, 

Dec 7, 14, 21  (3p OR 7p) 
 

Children’s Advent 

Gatherings (thru 5th grade)

—Wednesdays, Dec 2, 9, 

16, 23 (7p) via Zoom 
 

Teens of Life Youth  
Sunday, December 6 
(5p-6p) 
Prepare & place luminaries 
to remember Foster Children 
in our community 
 

Sunday, December 13 
(4p-5p) 
Prepare Christmas goodie bags 
 

DISCIPLE Bible Study 

NOW through December 8 

Tuesdays (10a OR 7p) 

Zoom 

 

Prayer Breakfast 

Wednesdays  

Email and regular mail with 

devotion. 

 

In-Person Prayer Gathering 

on the Grounds 

Wednesdays (12 noon) 

Weather permitting... 

Under the trees.  Bring a lawn 

chair.  Wear a mask & stay 6 

feet apart. 

 

Bell Ensemble Rehearsal 

Wednesdays (6:30p) 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Choir Solos Rehearsal 

Wednesdays (7:00p) 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Weekly Reminder 

Fridays (2p) 

Check your email 
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