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Re-Engage with First UMC: Lexington  

 

Each morning, I receive an email with a daily devotion 

from Father Richard Rohr, who is the leader of the Center 

for Action and Contemplation.  I highly recommend his 

work, and you can check it out at www.cac.org  

 

The daily devotion for May 24th was especially poignant 

as it speaks to the times in which we find ourselves as 

local churches and the church universal, and I share se-

lections from that devotion with you now. 

 

Father Rohr begins with a quote from Brené Brown:  

 

We’re in a spiritual crisis, and the key to building a 
true belonging practice is maintaining our belief in 

inextricable human connection. That connection—the 

spirit that flows between us and every other human in 

the world—is not something that can be broken; 

however, our belief in the connection is constantly 

tested and repeatedly severed. —Brené Brown,  

Braving the Wilderness 

 

He then continues: 

 

On my own, I don’t know how to believe that I 

am a child or heir of God. It is being together in 

our wholeness, with the entire body of Christ, 

that makes it somehow easier to believe that we 

are beautiful. We each have our own little part 

of the beauty, our own gifts of the Spirit, as Paul 

puts it in 1 Corinthians 12. Paul says that the 

particular way “the Spirit is given to each person 

is for the common good” (1 Corinthians 12:7). 

Paul’s word for this is a “charism”—a gift that is 

given to each person not just for themselves, but 

to build up the community and even society. 

Since we don’t have the full responsibility of  

putting it all together as individuals, we can shed 

the false theology of perfectionism. All we have 

to do is discover our own gift, even if it is just 

one thing, and use it for the good of all. 

 

 

Paul uses the brilliant metaphor of the body to 

show how unity is created out of diversity: “As a 

body is one though it has many parts, and all the 

parts of the body, though many, are one body, 

so also Christ. . . . Now you are Christ’s body, 

and individually parts of it” (see 1 Corinthians 

12:12, 27). 

 

So we, in our corporate wholeness, are the   

glory of God, the goodness of God, the presence 

of God. As an individual, I participate in that whole-

ness, and that is holiness!  It’s not my private   

holiness; it’s our connectedness together. In  

Peter’s words, echoing the Hebrew Scriptures, 

“you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
consecrated nation, a people set apart, who have 

been called out of darkness into this wonderful 

light. Once you were not a people at all; now 

you are the very people of God” (1 Peter 2:9–

10). Jesus’ corporate image is the Reign or King-

dom of God. Paul’s is the Body of Christ. John’s 

is the journey into mystical union where “I and 

the Father are one” (see John 10:30). 

 

All of them are looking for a corporate, communal, 

participatory image of what’s really happening, 

because the individual cannot carry such glory 

and greatness—and neither can the individual 

bear such universal suffering and sadness. 

 

As we move together into a time of carefully, deliberately, 

and safely coming back together in-person as the 

church, I invite you to prayerfully consider how our 

connection with God and one another is life-giving and 

life-sustaining. 
 

Together with all of you in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Kirk Tutterow 

 

 

. 

http://www.cac.org


Confirmation Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pentecost Sunday 

Come, Holy Spirit, Come! 

 

Re-Engage Guidelines: 
 

Effective June 6, 2021 

 Early Service resumes at 8:45 on the church 

lawn - bring a lawn chair 

 (in the sanctuary if inclement weather) 

 Reservations for worship are no longer required 

 Adult Sunday School classes have the option of   
resuming in-person meetings 

 Church meetings can resume in person in the 

Fellowship Hall 

 No numerical limit in the Fellowship Hall 

 Social distancing of 3 to 6 feet is still recommended 

 Food must be either pre-packaged or prepared and 

served by people wearing both gloves and masks 

 Up to 100 people in the pews in the sanctuary 

 
(continued) 

Table with Confirmation Stoles 

Left to right:  Rev. Kirk Tutterow, Colin O’Connell 

(Son of Elizabeth and Charlie O’Connell, Prayer Partners, 

Kathy and Greg Oliver), Jacob Ellis (Son of Trean and 

Asher Ellis, Prayer Partners, Suzanne and Mike Niver), 

Colin Weeks (Son of Christa and Jonathan Weeks, Prayer 

Partners, Judy and Frank Stoner), Jackson Hedrick (Son of 

Jane and Bradley Hedrick, Prayer Partners, Betty and Mike 

Frick), and Rev. Cheryl Skinner. 



 

Mask up: 

 In the sanctuary during worship services 

 In large groups where vaccination status is not known 

 In spaces with children under age 12 

 At all times indoors if you are unvaccinated 

  

Unmask If You're Comfortable: 

 Outside, including at our services, if you are an 

      appropriate distance from others 

 Indoors in small group settings of vaccinated people 

 Indoors in your adult Sunday School class if all agree 

  

We’ve come a long way safely and made much progress 

in Re-Engaging.  Let’s keep moving forward together, 
step by, carefully planned, step. 

 

Printed copies are available in the reception area on the 

volunteer’s desk. 

 

Together with all of you in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Kirk Tutterow  

 
WNCC Annual Conference 2021 

June 12 (10:00a) Live Streamed via YouTube, Facebook 

Live and Conference website 

 
A Letter from Minnie and Lee Dukes 

Dear FUMC family, 
 

You are the first for whom our hearts feel tender towards 

as we prepare to move to Raleigh to live closer to our 

daughter, Kathryn. 
 

You, as our church family, have been our only family in 

Lexington for 40 years, all of our adult lives.  We were 

so young (25 yrs. old) when we came here for Lee to 

serve as the Associate Minister. 
 

Church members have loved us as family and have 

shown us many acts of kindness.  This church nurtured 

our daughter from birth and now our grandchildren 

have fond memories of attending 

Sunday school and summer “Bible 

Church.” 
 

Our hearts have been touched and 

we are deeply grateful for all the 

years of loving kindness. 
 

The church is its people and our 

lives have been enriched by loving, 

spiritual, and worshipful people of 

FUMC. 
 

Leaving our church family is truly the hardest part of 

moving.  We take with us sacred memories of all the 

kindnesses of words, acts, and worship.  We hold them 

in our hearts with gratefulness. 
 

Sincerely, 

Minnie and Lee Dukes 

1421 Hatherleigh Court 

Raleigh, NC 27612 

 

Our Participation for the Worship of God 
Each week: 
• A bulletin and sermon manuscript are mailed to those 

without computer access. 
• LIVE refers to those attending in person. 
• YouTube refers to those who view on Sunday. 
• On Demand refers to those who view at other times. 

 Per the WNCC, we are to multiply our YouTube 
and On Demand number by 1.7 for the actual 
number of people viewing. 

• WED refers to those attending in person for the Midday 
Prayer Gathering. 

• The Totals are average totals for each month and the 
year. 

 Mailer LIVE YouTube On Demand WED Total 

Jan 31 35 92 81 6 243 

Feb 31 40 93 72 16 252 

Mar 30 49 97 45 16 237 

Apr 27 68 99 56 13 266 

May 26 55 95 54 13 244 

Jun       

Jul       

Aug       

Sep       

Oct       

Nov       

Dec       

2021 
Average 29 49 95 62 13 248 

. 



Our Stewardship for God’s Work  Everyone is a part of 
God’s stewardship.  You may send your tithes and offerings by 
mail, drop by the church office and 
online. 
 

Online Giving For mobile      
device users, the QR (Quick    
Response) code will take you to a 
secure mobile site for Online Giving 
from your smartphone or tablet.  
On your first visit, you will need 
to create a profile. 
 

Finance Team Income and Expense Report 

Date YTD Income   YTD Expenses   

Change in Financial 

Position (Loss)   

5/2/2021 $236,387.41  $164,268.51  $72,118.90  

5/9/2021 $244,692.17  $183,069.39  $61,622.78  

5/16/2021 $248,204.17  $183,757.73  $64,446.44  

5/23/2021 $259,479.17  $201,861.11  $57,618.06  

5/30/2021 $269,929.17  $213,365.27  $56,563.90  

Church Staff 
 

Rev. Cheryl Skinner, Minister 
skinnerrev@hotmail.com 
 

Rev. Kirk Tutterow, Minister 
kingtutt65@gmail.com 
 

Lee Mabe 
Director of Music and Youth 
maestromabe@gmail.com 
 

Phyllis Jones 
Organist 
musician@att.net 
 

Amanda Bostick 
Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
aebostick@gmail.com 

 

Kimberly Leonard, Nursery Staff 

Kelly Leonard, Nursery Staff 

Jill Michener, Nursery Staff 

Claire Norris, Nursery Staff  
 

Alma Carlton 
Financial Secretary 
acarlton@firstumclex.org 
 

Donna Huskins 
Administrative Assistant 
dhuskins@firstumclex.org 

A Thank You Note from Rev. Cheryl Skinner 

Dear First UMC Family, 
 

It is with a full heart that I offer thanksgiving for all the 

ways you supported me and my mother, Pat Skinner, 
during and after the time of my father's death.  Your 

cards, prayers, phone calls, hugs and gifts to the church in 

Dad's name meant the world to us, and I am grateful to 

be a part of such a loving church.  It has been a difficult 

time, as so many of you know having experienced your 

own times of loss.  But in the midst of sadness and grief 

comes the joy and promise of resurrection and the life to 

come, which brings us peace and renews our 

hope.  Thanks be to God, and thanks be to all of you! 
 

Blessings, 

Rev. Cheryl  

 
Vacation Bible School 

Sunday, July 25—Thursday, July 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Castle is hidden in a frozen land. The 

King’s valiant Knights are on a quest in search of 

the King’s Armor. But the armor isn’t what they 

think it is. 
 

Kids will take up the gauntlet this summer and accept 

the challenge to “armor up” and be strong by remaining 

with God and sharing God’s love in a world that needs 

it more than ever.  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR TODAY!  DON’T MISS THIS EVENT! 

VOLUNTEER TO SERVE AT THIS WONDERFUL EVENT!! 

Visit us on the web: 
 

 www.fumclex.org 
 

 Facebook 
 

 YouTube 
First UMC Lexington NC 

Sympathies 
Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the  

congregation is extended to Mary Allison Noe Kestler, 

Terri Pritchard and family upon the death of Charles 

Ralph Noe on May 22, 2021. 


