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2020 in Review
Now that we are well into 2021, we want to take a minute
and look back at 2020—the year that will always have an “*”
beside it because, statistically, it is not like any other year.
While it is not helpful to compare it to years before or years
after, we want to take a look at it for what it was. This
church did an amazing job navigating a very difficult time. It
is our hope that as 2021 progresses, we will return to
in-person worship and weekly in-person ministry and discipleship at its fullest capacity. We are grateful for all of the ways
you have adapted along with us!
WORSHIP
Keeping in mind that we only had 10 weeks of in-person
worship before COVID-19 caused worship to shift to virtual
and later, livestream with in-person, here is a look at our
average numbers for each worship opportunity. The
numbers should vary because they are overall averages.
Average In-Person Worship Attendance
January 1—March 8, 2020:
Early Worship: 21 Morning Worship: 140 Total: 159
Average Virtual Worship Attendance
March 15—September 27, 2020:
Weekly Mailer: 38 YouTube Video: 158 (households)
Total: 189
Average Livestream & In-Person Worship Attendance
October 1—December 31, 2020
Weekly Mailer: 43 Livestream: 123 (households) In-Person: 52
Total: 205
Average Mid-Week Prayer Gathering (Outdoors in person)
August 19—December 9, 2020: 36
MEMBERSHIP
2020 Membership Roll Total (January 1, 2020): 577
New Members: 4
Members Transferred to Church Triumphant (passed away): 13
Removed by Charge Conference Action (following audit of
inactive members who responded to a membership
status update ): 53
Baptism (Age Birth-12 years): 1
2021 Membership Roll Total (January 1, 2021): 513
Female: 284 Male: 229
NC (Local): 415 NC (Not Local): 51
Out of State: 47

FINANCES
2020 Budget: $541,138.62
2020 Budget Expenses: $485.686.95
2020 Budget Revenue Total: $476.642.56
(Offering/Pledges: $453,577.91 - Other Revenue: $23,064.65)
2020 Budget Deficit: ($8,984.39)

Thanks to the dedication of all of you in supporting First
UMC financially through uncertain times in 2020, our 2020
Budget Operating Fund giving only fell $8,984.39 short of
our expenses. We were able to make up that difference
through the Excess Operating Capital reserve fund.
Your continued grateful giving is such a vital part of how we
live into our mission statement: “...we are alive in Christ,
united in nurturing fellowship, reaching out to share
God’s boundless love.”
In 2021, as our church family is vaccinated and the pandemic
fades into the past, we will build even more strongly than
before on our shared mission as we serve God, our church
family, and our community together.
SPIRITUAL FORMATION
We were devasted by the COVID-19 lockdowns disrupting
church life, programs and missions. However, the Holy
Spirit has continued to move, and many of our in-person
groups moved to virtual gatherings. Through this transition,
we continued to provide support and spiritual formation.
Our Adult Sunday School classes, UM Men, UM Women,
Children’s Ministry, Youth Ministry, Prayer Breakfast,
Disciple Bible Study, Advent Study, Administrative Teams
and Ministry Teams used Zoom or a combination of Zoom
and socially distanced in-person gatherings to meet this year.

Other groups, including The ALIVE Praise Band, small groups
from the Chancel Choir & Chancel Bells and Audio/Visual
Team adapting in some beautiful ways to bring us music and
live-streaming worship.
The Community Mask Making Project and Re-Opening Response Team logged many hours to provide masks to the
surrounding community and allow us opportunities for safe,
socially distanced in-person worship and building use.
AVERAGE PARTICIPANTS IN CHRISTIAN
FORMATION GROUPS (children, youth & adults)
2020: 131
2019: 144
(continued)

NUMBER OF ONGOING SMALL GROUP
OPPORTUNITES
2020: 13
2019: 13
AVERAGE SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
2020: 57 (adult classes via Zoom)
2019: 101 (all ages)

2021
Worship

NUMBER OF ONGOING SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASSES
2020: 11
2019: 11

In-Person
in the
Sanctuary

UNITED METHODIST MEN
2020: 76
2019: 79

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
2020: 42
2019: 46
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
2021: OUTDOOR EVENT SCHEDULED FOR JULY
2020: 0
2019: 50
This information provides a 2020 snapshot of a year in the
life of First UMC, and what a unique year it was. Going forward in 2021, we continue to practice patience and extreme
caution as vaccines are distributed and the pandemic recedes
and we look forward to that day when we can all gather with
no limitations for worship and fellowship.
What a joyful day that will be!

At
home,
virtually
on
YouTube

In the meantime, we remember and celebrate many beautiful
moments from 2020 as we begin a Spirit-filled 2021 with
hearts filled with hope for a beautiful and meaningful future.
In Christ,

.

Rev. Kirk Tutterow

First UMC Scholarships 2021-2022
Applications are due back to the church, to the attention
of the Scholarship Team at the church mailing address,
by March 17, 2021. The Scholarship Team requests that
the student complete the application in its entirety.
If you need assistance or have questions, contact Jane
Hedrick (336)250-9450 or the church office. In addition,
please note that applications received after the
deadline will not be considered for scholarship.
February Blood Drive Update
THANK YOU!!! to the 26 donors who came
out in February to be a SWEETHEART and
give blood. There were 25 pints received
helping and/or saving the lives of 75 people.

Guest Vocalist
Cora Cardona

Lent & Easter Opportunities
Lenten Wednesday Prayer Services
12:00 noon in the Sanctuary
Dates & Prayer Practices:
March 3—Lectio Divina
March 10—Breath Prayers
March 17—Centering Prayer
March 24—Journaling
March 31— Body Prayers

A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who donated
cards, candies and personal toiletries to help us make
gift bags for the folks at Crisis Ministry. The gift bags
were delivered on February 16 with the evening meal.
We love our church family!
—Teens of Life Youth Ministry

Confirmation Classes Re-start
Sunday, March 7 at 3:30 p.m.
This is for the 2020 Confirmation Class that
started last year.

Palm/Passion Sunday Drive-Thru
Sunday, March 28 at 3:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.
Enter through the State Street Parking Lot and drive up
through the 4th Avenue porte-cochere to receive a
Holy Week worship bag with palms,
devotional materials, and communion
supplies for Holy Week.
Children will receive Easter baskets for
the Holy Saturday Virtual Easter Egg
Hunt.
Holy/Maundy Thursday Service
Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m.
This service of Holy Communion and
stripping of the altar will also be livestreamed on YouTube for those who
prefer to participate from their homes.
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Virtual Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 3 at 2:00 p.m.
All children through fifth grade are invited
to participate in a fun virtual event via
Zoom with Miss Amanda and Rev. Cheryl
featuring crafts, story time, and yes—with
the help of parents or older siblings—an
Easter egg hunt! More details to follow
in an email.
Easter Sunday Service
Sunday, April 4
11:00 a.m.
As of right now, all of our
current worship restrictions will
be in place—please contact the
church office to make reservations if you would like to
attend in person, or you may join us via livestream for
this celebratory service! Reservations open on Monday,
March 29.
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Throwback Memories
Take a close look! Do you know these ladies from
2002? Turn the page upside down to read the names.

Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the
congregation is extended to the family of Marie Powers
Stone upon the occasion of her death on February 8,
2021.
Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the
congregation is extended to Mary Niner and family
upon the death of her mother, Mary Louise Hartman,
on February 16, 2020.
Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the
congregation is extended to Sandra Shoaf and family
upon the death of her husband, James Robert “Jimmy”
Shoaf, on February 19, 2021.
Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the
congregation is extended to the family of William
Robert “Bill” Whitehurst upon the occasion of his
death on February 19, 2021.
Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the
congregation is extended to Ramona Phelps and family
upon the death of her husband, Robert Craver Phelps,
on February 23, 2021.

(Front to back): Jo Doris Beck, Martha Thomas,
Kathryn Neal, Patricia Smith, Peggy Everhart, Mary
Hooks, Peggy Trollinger and Betsy Buchanan (below).

Our Stewardship for God’s Work Everyone is a part of
God’s stewardship. You may send your tithes and offerings by
mail, drop by the church office and
online.
Online Giving For mobile
device users, the QR (Quick
Response) code will take you to a
secure mobile site for Online Giving
from your smartphone or tablet.
On your first visit, you will need
to create a profile.
Finance Team Income and Expense Report
Date

Sympathies
Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the
congregation is extended to Jo Browder and family
upon the death of her husband, William “Bill” Browder,
on January 24, 2021.
Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the
congregation is extended to Sharron Moody and family
upon the death of her husband, Willard Moody, on
February 6, 2021.
Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the
congregation is extended to the family of Bettie
Brinkley Cooper upon the occasion of her death on
February 6, 2021.

YTD Income YTD Expenses Net Income (Loss)

2/7/2021 $79,692.21
2/14/2021 $83,587.95
2/21/2021 $92,672.95
2/28/2021 $118,743.95
Church Staff
Rev. Cheryl Skinner, Minister
skinnerrev@hotmail.com
Rev. Kirk Tutterow, Minister
kingtutt65@gmail.com
Lee Mabe
Director of Music and Youth
maestromabe@gmail.com
Phyllis Jones
Organist
musician@att.net
Amanda Bostick
Children’s Ministries Coordinator
aebostick@gmail.com

$46,798.01
$56,235.10
$80,664.07
$81,215.93

$32,894.20
$27,352.85
$12,008.88
$37,528.02

Kimberly Leonard, Nursery Staff
Kelly Leonard, Nursery Staff
Jill Michener, Nursery Staff
Claire Norris, Nursery Staff
Alma Carlton
Financial Secretary
acarlton@firstumclex.org
Donna Huskins
Administrative Assistant
dhuskins@firstumclex.org

