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A Moment with the Pastor
The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit
1 Kings 19:11-14 New International Version (NIV)
11
The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the
LORD is about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart
and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the
wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the
earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle
whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood
at the mouth of the cave.
In Acts 2:1-4, when the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.
Suddenly, a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled
the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of
fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
People often have asked me about the Holy Spirit. There is no simple answer to
the question, for the Holy Spirit is known at different times and places by people
on a journey willing to discover the living God of Heaven and Earth. A God willing
to reveal Himself in different ways and means: a gentle whisper and tongues of fire
just to name a few.
I have often said that God knows how to speak to each of us for He is the one
who created us. We see the Holy Spirit’s work in the Old, as well as, New Testament.
The Holy Spirit is a wonderful promise made by Jesus. The Holy Spirit manifests
itself at different times and ways throughout history, even at the beginning of creation.
We profess the Spirit’s existence and work in the Apostle’s Creed. We even sense
the Holy Spirit’s presence in our personnel and corporate life.
In my April Sunday School teaching, I tried to give a partial understanding of the
person and work of the Holy Spirit. One question, I have not address is: when
does someone receive the Holy Spirit?
I believe receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit happens at the time of salvation:
"There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that
belongs to your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism" (Ephesians 4:4–5).
In short, we receive the Holy Spirit when we receive Christ as Lord and Savior.
Paul says in Romans: "You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him" (Romans 8:9).
Once the Holy Spirit is received, a person begins a lifelong journey of being led by
the Holy Spirit to bring glory to God. If you have received Jesus Christ as your
Lord and Savior, you have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Learning to become
aware of and hear that small still voice, discovering the gifts the Spirit has given you
and using those gifts for building up the body of Christ is how the Holy Spirit is
manifested through you.
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We can always be in the presence of God because of the gift of the Holy Spirit
given to us by Jesus. Our circumstances do not determine our relationship with
God. Christ is in us. Christ will never leave us. That is the good news of the resurrection
because that relationship was sealed with us through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Now we can walk with him, and talk with him and know that God will guide and
lead us. This is good news indeed, regardless of what we face.
Blessings to you!
Roger Weisner, Senior Minister
336-575-3974
rweisner@wnccumc.net
Our Stewardship for God’s Work Everyone is a part of God’s stewardship.
Just a gentle reminder that you may continue to give during this “stay home”
period we are currently observing due to COVID-19. You
may send your tithes and offerings by mail, drop by the
church office (remember to be mindful of social distancing)
and online.

Online Giving For mobile device users, the QR
(Quick Response) code will take you to a secure mobile
site for Online Giving from your smartphone or tablet. On
your first visit, you will need to create a profile.
A Letter from the Church Council - April 13, 2020
Greetings Fellow Methodists!
I hope this letter finds you healthy physically, mentally and spiritually, although we
are being challenged on all 3 levels. Prayers for peace.
During his first virtual homily, Pastor Roger urged us to check on each other during
this shut down. I have been doing that and find people appreciate it. Until I received a
message from one of our own members this week, I didn’t realize how nice it is to
receive one of these calls. Thank you.
Check our website under the Worship tab, Weekly Message and Thought of the
Week for more of these valuable insights. Our church has done an exceptional job
providing worship experiences given current limitations. I hope you are able to
take advantage of them. And I am sure good news is coming and we will soon be
able to come together again and worship in His name. And in the meantime, Roger
is mastering Zoom!
I want to update you on a couple of administrative happenings. On April 7, your
Finance Team met on Zoom to approve the 2020 Church Budget. This year’s
plan include the possible addition of a new staff position and financial plans for it.
Administrative Council will meet via Zoom on April 19 to finalize that budget and
discuss other matters. Let Donna Huskins dhuskins@firstumclex.org know if you
want to join us.
I want to remind you that it is more important than ever to continue to make
your financial gifts to the Church. Not only is it necessary to fund our continuing
operations, it completes your promise to The Father to share your blessings. We
are still blessed. Can you imagine going through this period without faith?
Regarding the budget, IF our plans for staffing are realized, we believe it is an important
investment in our Church’s future. The Finance Committee has built plans that
involve using some of our reserves, as well as utilizing Endowment resources provided
by the Trustees. You will be learning about a challenge to fund this plan in the
next several days. Please pray and plan to participate as you are able as you have
been given. If we work together we can fulfill our mission “to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
Please be in prayer for God’s guidance for our congregation as we work our way
through these decisions. And keep checking on one another.
Most sincerely,
Steve Jackson, Administrative Council Chair for the pandemic

Staying Home, Staying Healthy and Staying Connected!
HOW CAN I STAY CONNECTED?
•

•

Thought of the Week
Posted to our website and Facebook page.
Printed copies mailed to those who do not have access to a computer.
Weekly Message
• Posted to our website and Facebook page.
Printed copies mailed to those who do not have access to a computer.
Children’s Message
Posted to our website and Facebook page.
•

You are encouraged to visit the website: http://www.fumclex.org/
Thought of the Week
Children’s Message
Weekly Message
Once on the website:
Once on the website:
• Point on Ministries
• Point on Worship
• Point & click on
• Point & click
Children, click on
Thought of the
links for Children’s
Week OR Weekly
Message, Pen Pals or
Message
Fun Pages

Also, continue to visit
News & Events for
information from the
church, district & conference
offices:
Once on the website:
• Point on News
• Scroll down to follow
articles posted by
date

Prayer Breakfast Group
Prayer List updated weekly and sent via email & regular mail with a devotion.
Adult Sunday School via Zoom
Sunday mornings (10a-11a)
If you are interested in joining this meeting, please send your email address
to Roger at his email: rweisner@wnccumc.net
Special Announcement from
Staff Parish Relations via Zoom
Sunday, May 3 (11:00a)
Church Staff Meetings via Zoom
Mondays (10:00a)

Serve meal at Crisis Ministries
Tuesday, May 19 (5:45p)
Staff Parish Relations & Church Staff
Contact: Lee Mabe & Donna Huskins
Please contact Crisis Ministries for their
protocol during this time.

Newsletter Articles Due
May 15 for June Issue

Instructions to join a meeting via Zoom:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The church office has established a Zoom account.
When a Zoom meeting is schedule, the meeting host will send an email invitation.
You will receive an email with a blue Zoom link, please write down the Meeting
ID and Password. Click on the blue link minutes before the scheduled meeting.
Once you have clicked on the link, you will be sent to the Zoom.us website.
Select Join a Meeting.
You may be asked to Sign Up (create an account), but that is not required
to participate in a Zoom meeting. It just makes the process easier.
You will select Test Audio, if requested.
Type in the Meeting ID and Password when requested.
You will be able to see and hear other participants as well as talk back and forth if
you have audio (microphone) and/or visual (camera).
Contact Donna Huskins if you would like to try a Test Meeting.

Mask Making Project
It all started with a scroll through Facebook one morning
in March when an article about how to make a CDC
approved face masks caught the attention of Terri Beck.
She thought it would be a wonderful project that would
help local healthcare providers and hospitals. Knowing
that this project could not be done alone, she reached
out to some friends via Facebook and asked them if they
would be interested. She was greeted with a resounding,
YES, I want to help.
Terri, with the help of Lauren Hall, cleaned the fellowship
hall and set up work tables making sure to follow the
guidelines for social distancing and to keep the volunteers
safe. The instructions were printed and carboard patterns were made. The needed
fabric and elastic (donated and purchased) were gathered from homes and local
retailers along with other needed supplies.

Some of the volunteers are cutters
using the carboard patterns to cut
the fabric and elastic to size. And,
some of the volunteers are sewers
picking up the pre-cut materials
and sewing the masks at their
homes. The finished masks are
delivered to the church or picked
up by Terri from the homes of the
sewers. She brings them to the church so that she can inventory them and fill the
orders coming in daily to her phone and email from local healthcare providers and
hospitals. And then, she personally delivers them to each group needing the masks.
Recipients of the mask:
Lexington Memorial Hospital
Hospice of Davidson County
Lexington YMCA (food preparers & delivery)
Lexington City & Davidson County Schools
(essential employees on campus)
Lexington Police Department
Davidson County Sheriff’s Office
Office of Dr. Terry Arnold
Mount Vista

Brookdale Assisted Living
Piedmont Crossing
Lexington Healthcare
Lexington Dialysis Center
Davidson Pediatrics
Radiology Oncology
Davidson County School Janitors
American Children’s Home

At the time of this article, 1,700 masks have been made and delivered since the
project start up date of March 25, 2020. Order requests continue to come in daily.
A huge THANK YOU to the volunteers:
Cutters:
Lauren Hall
Betty Frick
Libby Samuels
Helen Morris
Karen Carrickhoff
Deborah Gray
Ann McMurray
Sewers:
Peggy Lamoureaux
Barbara McWhorter
Kay Wilson
Martha Williams
Kim Leonard
Becky Greening
Elaine Cory
Connie McMillan
Jayne James
Marie Kernodle
Kathy Hester

Katie Conant & Memorial Sewing Group
Tricia Royster & (9) Master Gardeners
Barbara Bainbridge
Monika Greene
Rena Bateman
Frances Garner & Rhonda
Monica Faulkner
Betty Dye
Libby O’Shea
Beverly Black
Kathy Hinkle
Carol Ray

More Photos on Next Page

Mask Making Project Photos

Alicia Greer Memorial Scholarship
The Alicia Greer Memorial Scholarship is in memory of Alicia Greer, granddaughter
of Gay and Steve Smith. She was a passionate young lady who cared about others,
the environment, and her education. Alicia was involved in both Future Farmers of
America and 4-H Club. She never got to achieve her goal of attending college
because her time on earth was too short. Her friends and fellow members of FFA
and 4-H want to help someone in Nicaragua achieve their goal of attending college
with the scholarship. You are invited to visit the Facebook page for Alicia
Greer Memorial Scholarship where you will find items her friends are selling
to raise money for the scholarship.
If you would like more details about the scholarship, feel free to contact Sydney
Loflin, North Central District 4-H President at 980-892-2565.
Finance Team Income and Expense Report
Date
YTD Income
YTD Expenses
4/5/2020
$122,198.29
$117,780.63
4/12/2020
$137,907.31
$122,917.85
4/19/2020
$161,338.20
$132,703.08
4/26/2020
$187,178.93
$137,707.18

Net Income (Loss)
$4,417.66
$14,989.46
$28,635.12
$49,471.75
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Sympathy
Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the congregation is extended to Sherman
(Betsy) Cook upon the death of his mother, Bonnie Cook, on Friday, April10, 2020.

Church Staff
Dr. Roger Weisner, Senior Minister
rweisner@wnccumc.net
Lee Mabe, Director of Music and Youth
maestromabe@gmail.com
Phyllis Jones, Organist
musician@att.net

Amanda Bostick, Children’s Ministries Coordinator
aebostick@gmail.com
Alma Carlton, Financial Secretary
acarlton@firstumclex.org
Donna Huskins, Administrative Assistant
dhuskins@firstumclex.org
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A Letter from the Church Council April 30, 2020
Greetings once again, First United Methodist Church and friends –
I want to share with you some great news and an opportunity to make a difference.
As I have communicated with you, we have been working prayerfully to develop
our staff and clergy positions, both in anticipation of Senior Minister Roger Weisner’s
tenure here coming to a close, and to add to our children, youth and family ministry
to provide Christian Education across all ages. Our challenge has been to find the
financial resources to support this vision.
On April 19, Administrative Council approved a plan for a Children, Youth and
Family fund as part of our Finance Committee. This fund has been established by a
gift from Kay and Bob Timberlake in memory of Jo Allison Clary Smith, wife of
Eddie Smith Jr and daughter-in-law of the late Sarah and Eddie Smith Sr. Those of
you who knew Jo remember one of her passions was youth and Christian Education.
This fund will supplement the resources being used from the Trustees’ Endowment
Eddie Smith Youth Fund to help support staffing for this purpose and for the future
growth of our church.
Kay and Bob have challenged others to contribute to this fund. Whether you support
children, youth and family ministry or you wish to make a gift in memory of Jo Allison
Smith or a loved one, I invite you to contribute to this resource as you are able.
This is a meaningful way to honor a special person and help with an important
ministry for our community. Please prayerfully consider our request and help
move our church forward in these challenging times.
Please send contributions to Alma Carlton, FUMC, 310 South Main St, Lexington
NC 27292. Please make your check payable to First United Methodist Church and
note Children, Youth and Family Fund in the memo line. If your gift is in memory
of Jo, please include a note and Alma will acknowledge your gift with the family.
I pray for an effective ministry and hope you will also. There is momentum in these
efforts and our future for God’s work is bright.
Sincerely,
Steve Jackson, Church Council Chairperson
Celebrating our 2020 High School Graduates
Our 2020 high school graduates are strong but they have sacrificed a lot of their
“rites of passage” (prom, graduation ceremony and so much more!) due to the pandemic.
Let’s join together in sending them cards or letters of encouragement. Let’s help
them make some 2020 memories that they can look back on with a smile.
We are proud of our Class of 2020!
Byron Hoover
113 Linden Lane
Lexington, NC 27292

Blake Norris
209 Arbor Trail
Thomasville, NC 27360

Rachel Roberts
In care of: G.F. Smith
201 Dover Road
Lexington, NC 27295-1649
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Dan & Glynda Smith preparing the flower cross.

Pat Langley added some pink flowers the flower
cross.
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Betty Gregory added some beautiful azaelas to
the flower cross.

“At home” Easter Sunday worship and communion
with Rev. Roger Weisner.

United Methodist Women Group 2 letting their light shine in February 2020—before the pandemic.

