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A Moment with the Pastor 
 

1 Peter 1:23-25 NIV  

23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the 

living and enduring word of God. 24 For “All people are like grass, and all their glory is 

like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, 25 but the word of the 

Lord endures forever.” [c] And this is the word that was preached to you. 

 

I just finished reseeding my pastures with fescue and clover.  If I expect green   

pastures next spring, planting seeds in the fall is critical.  Life teaches us that seeds 

planted eventually brings a harvest. 

  

October is filled with a smorgasbord of colors: rustic reds, fading yellows, pungent 

oranges, burnt browns, among the paradox of evergreens. It’s a blaze of colors. 

The symbols of fall surround us: pumpkin patches, leaning corn stalks, yellowing 

soybean fields, browning grasses, and cooler temperatures. 

 

Fall is a happy time of reflective celebration introducing the final quarter of the 

seasons and ushering in winter’s chills as we wait for spring’s eventual trumpet.  

For many, it might feel like the declaration of gloom and doom. Yet, it is a part of 

life’s journey. 

 

Winter often comes unexpectantly and no amount of preparation can prevent its 

sting. When we realize that grass, flowers, leaves, even us, eventually fall back upon 

the ground, it makes us mindful that our days are numbered. The only time we 

have been given is today to create new moments. 

 

Spring proclaims the season of re-birth.  The good news is that through the living 

and enduring word of God, giving insures a harvest.  It’s harvest time! It’s giving 

time.  Seeds never die. They wait to be planted.  Yes, nature reminds us fall colors 

will return again. Seeds of hope planted now will come to full fruition in the spring 

season. 

   

Living in the paradox of the seasonal pushes and pulls moves us onward to plant 

seeds of blessings, wisely investing our talents, time, and gifts we have been given 

now.  This moment reminds us to wisely choose our words, our actions, our    

giving, and reflect upon what our giving will leave behind.  

  

“What you leave behind is not what is 

engraved in stone monuments, but what 

is woven into the lives of others.” Pericles 

(Greek stateman 495 BC – 429 BC)  

 

Blessings to you! 

Roger Weisner, Senior Minister 

336-575-3974 

rweisner@wnccumc.net 



An Invitation to the Congregation (All Ages — Women & Men) 
Tuesday, October 1st (10:30a) Fellowship Hall  —  The United Methodist Women 
welcomes Rev. Laura Auten, Uwharrie District Superintendent as she presents a 
program about “Praying in Color.” 

 

When multiple friends and family members received ugly 
and scary diagnoses, Sybil MacBeth found herself exhausted 
by the words of her prayers and stymied by a lack of focus. 
One summer day, she retreated to her back porch for a 
session of mindless doodling with a basket of her favorite 
colored markers. She drew a shape, put the name of a 
friend inside, and added lines and color. She drew another 
shape with another name and added detail and color. 
When the page was covered with designs and names, Sybil   
realized she had prayed. The action of drawing was a    
wordless offering of friends and family into the care of God. 
The page of drawings became a visual reminder to pray. 
This was the beginning of Praying in Color. 

 

Here are some reasons to  Pray in Color: 
1)  You want to pray but words escape you. 2) Sitting still and staying        
focused in prayer are a challenge.  3) Your body wants to be part of 
your prayer. 4) You want to just hang out with God but don’t know 
how . 5) Listening to God feels like an impossible task .  6) Your 
mind wanders and your body complains.  7) You want a visual, concrete 
way to pray. 8) You need a new way to pray .  

 

A Message from the Nominations Team 
If you are interested in serving in an area of ministry or ministries 
for the upcoming year, please complete a “green” Nominations 
Team Request to Serve slip and return it to the basket located 
on the Volunteer’s Desk no later than Sunday, October 6.  You 
may call or email the church office with your request, as well. 
 

FUMC Book Club  

Tuesday, October 8 (11:30a) Village Grill 
Our reading selection: The Keeper of Lost Things by Ruth Hogan 
 

Sunday, October 20 is Laity Sunday  Our Lay Persons of 
the Year will be named and honored during the 11:00a Morning 
Worship Service. 
 
Barbeque Festival  Saturday, October 26  

 
Community BLOCK PARTY 
Sunday, October 27 (5p-6p) 
First UMC joins together with local area churches 
(First Baptist & First Presbyterian) and Boy Scout Crew 
200  to host a BLOCK Party for the children of 
the churches and surrounding community featuring 
Trunk or Treat, hotdogs & drinks, games & prizes, 
and LIVE music. 
 
 

 

What can you do to help? 
Each church is encouraging their members to: 

• Donate lots of CANDY!  Drop off at the church office. 

• Decorate your trunk (car, van, truck, or use a pop-up canopy) 

      and park in State Street parking lot 

• Dress up/wear a costume (if  you want to) 

• Give out candy (donated by local churches) 

• HANDS-ON MISSION PROJECT Bring canned food 

items (canned meat, canned pasta, or canned vegetables) to be 

donated to Pastor’s Pantry. 

 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS OCTOBER 2019 

Worship Weekly Meetings Monthly Meetings 

United Methodist Women 

Group 2 

Tuesday, October 1 (10:30a) 

Fellowship Hall 

 

FUMC Book Club 

Tuesday, October 8 (11:30a) 

Village Grill 

 

United Methodist Women 

Group 12 

Tuesday, October 8 (7p) 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Davidson Prison Ministry 

Thursday, October 10 (12p) 

Parlor 

 

Endowment 

Sunday, October 13 (4:30p)  
Parlor 

 

Trustees 

Sunday, October 13 (5:30p)  

Parlor 

 

Evangelism Team 

Monday, October 14 (6p)  

Conference Room 

 

Newsletter Articles Due 

October 15 for November Issue 

 

Serve meal at Crisis Ministries 

Tuesday, October 15 (5:45p) 

HIS Club 

Contact: Judy Deal 

 

United Methodist Men 

Sunday, October 20 (8:30a) 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Finance 

Sunday, October 20 (7p) 

Parlor 

 

Amazing Grace Seekers 

Tuesday, October 22 (7p) 

Home of Glynda Smith 

Teens of Life Youth Ministry 
Sundays at 5p 
Youth/Scout House 
 
Boy Scouts & Venturers 

Mondays at 7p 

Youth/Scout House 

 

Theology Pub 

Tuesdays at 7p 

Sophie’s Cork & Ale 

 

Prayer Breakfast 

Wednesdays at 7:45a 

Cagney’s Restaurant 

 

Chancel Bells Rehearsal 

Beginning October 9 

Wednesday at 6p 

Bell Room 

 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Wednesdays at 7p 

Early Worship 
1st & 3rd Sundays at 8:30a 
Sanctuary 
 

2nd & 4th Sundays at 8:30a 
Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday School 
All Ages at 9:45a 
 

Morning Worship 
Each Sunday at 11:00a 
Sanctuary 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Staffed Child Care 
Birth—5 years 
Sunday School & both services 
(Children’s Ministry Area, 
Ground Floor) 
 

We Worship with the Children 
Each Sunday during the 11:00a 
Morning Worship Service 
 

Children’s Worship 
Each Sunday following We  
Worship with the Children. 
K-3rd graders are invited to 
follow the Worship Leader to 
the Children’s Ministry Area, 
Ground Floor. 

Calendar Events are subject to change—Refer to the Weekly Calendar in the bulletin or visit us 
on the web at www.fumclex.org  

October Events 

Praying In Color 

Tuesday, October 1 (10:30a) 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Laity Sunday 

Sunday, October 20 
 

Barbeque Festival 

Saturday, October 26 
 

Community BLOCK Party 

Featuring Trunk or Treat 

Sunday, October 27 (5p-6p) 

State Street Parking Lot 

UPCOMING Events 

DAYLIGHT Savings Time 

Ends  Sunday, November 3 
 

All Saints’ Sunday 

Sunday, November 3 
 

Crew 200 

Breakfast Fundraiser 

Sunday, November 3 

Your kind donations accepted at 

the door & greatly appreciated—

Veterans EAT Free—Thank you 

for your service! 
 

RISE Against Hunger 

Sunday, November 3 
 

Charge Conference 

Thursday, November 7 
 

Commitment Sunday 

Sunday, November 17 
 

Blessing of the OCC 

Shoeboxes 

Sunday, November 17 

 

Agape & Teens of Life 

Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser 

Sunday, November 17 

Your kind donations accepted at 

the door & greatly appreciated 

 

Operation Christmas Child 

Shoebox Drop Off Week 

Monday, November 18 through 

Monday, November 25 
 

Thanksgiving Evening 

Worship & Communion 

Sunday, November 24 

Pie Fellowship 

Sunday, November 24 following 

Evening Worship Service 

MORE details coming soon!  MORE events coming soon! 



FOLLOW JESUS...MAKING MIRACLES HAPPEN 

In the Bible story of Jesus feeding 

the 5,000, as evening approached, 

the disciples approached Jesus to 

send the crowds away so they 

could go to the villages and buy 

themselves something to eat.  Jesus 

replied, They do not need to go 

away, you give them something to 

eat. Go and see what you 

have. When the disciples returned 

with five loaves of bread and two 

fish, Jesus blessed it and all were 

fed. 
 

Before Jesus worked his miracle, he asked the disciples to go see what 

they had...he did what only he could do and asked them to do what they 

could do. 
 

In the Bible story of Jesus raising Lazarus 

from the dead, Jesus raised Lazarus from 

the dead but then asked those there to 

remove the burial clothes. 
 

After Jesus worked his miracle, he 

asked those there to remove the 

burial clothes...he did what only he 

could do and asked them to do what 

they could do. 
 

With each Operation Christmas Child shoebox that is filled, Jesus already knows 

what child will receive it and what blessings he has in store for that child. 
 

Before Jesus can work his miracle, he simply asks us to fill a shoebox...he 

will do what only he can do but asks us to do what we can do. 
 

Blessing of the shoeboxes will be Sunday, November 17. 

 

Operation Christmas Child Personal Shopper 

Once again, we will be your "personal shopper" if you wish to fill a shoebox but 

are unable to shop for the items needed.  Simply pick up an 

OCC shoebox and place at least $25 in it and give the shoebox 

to Judy Deal or Xander Bostick. You can choose the child (boy 

or girl & age) for your shoebox. Your donation will cover the 

items needed plus shipping.  If you wish to donate more than $25, 

your shoebox will be filled with extra items. The deadline for the 

"personal shopper" offer is Sunday, November 3.  Your 

shoebox with donation must be given to Judy or Xander by the deadline. 
 

Thank you, 

Judy Deal and Xander Bostick 

Co-Chairs Operation Christmas Child at FUMC 

 

SAVE THE DATE… 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

(2p-4p)  Fellowship Hall 

Everyone...individuals, families, Sunday school 

classes, group ministries...ALL ages—Mark 

your calendars now and make plans to participate in this event!  We are 

celebrating our third year of service! 



A Huge THANK YOU from United Methodist 
Women  Group 2 
Thank you for your generous donations of personal toiletries,   
children’s underwear & socks, and the food items for Charles 
England Elementary School’s Food Pantry.  Your generosity and 
love knows no bounds!  
 

Hands-On Mission Project for OCTOBER 
United Methodist Women Group 2 will accept donations of 
stick deodorant (male & female) and feminine pads to be used 

by local elementary schools. Your kind donations may be dropped off in the bright 
pink box near the workroom in the main hallway. 
 

We will continue collecting food items for the Charles England Elementary Food    
Pantry.  For your convenience, the list of needed food items is located on the Volunteer’s 
Desk. Thank you for your continued support of our hands-on-mission projects. 
 

 
Stewardship Team  Stewardship Moments will 
begin on Sunday, October 6.  As you experience 
the stories that are shared, prayerfully consider 
your “Giving at Our Church” in response to all 
that God has given you, and to further the work 
of God’s kingdom on earth through missions,     
outreach, worship, music and fellowship at First 
UMC. The stewardship letters, pledge cards and     
return envelopes will be mailed on Monday,       
November 4.  You are encouraged to return your 

pledge card on Commitment Sunday, November 17.  Also, you may mail or 
drop off your pledge card to the church office, if you prefer. 
 

Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser sponsored by Agape Sunday 
School & Teens of Life Youth immediately following the 11a 
worship service. Your kind donations accepted at the door and 
greatly appreciated.   

For more information about Teens of Life Youth Ministry: 
Lee Mabe, Director of Youth Ministry 336-248-2886 or maestromabe@gmail.com 

Teens of Life Youth Ministry Events & Happenings 

Service Projects:  Parking for BBQ Festival & BLOCK Party 
Youth Sunday School (9:45a) Each Sunday 

Sunday, October 6 (5p) The Gospel According to Toy Story 

Sunday, October 13 (5p) Bowling, Lexington YMCA 

Sunday, October 20 (12p-2p)  @ FBC — Lunch & Belize Mission Trip Planning    

Saturday 

October 26 

(8a—5p) Parking cars at BBQ Festival, State Street 
—All Youth are encouraged to serve a 2 hour shift— 

Sunday, October 27 (4:30p-6:30p) BLOCK Party—set-up, serve food, deliver candy & clean-up 

Finance Team 2019 Monthly Income and Expense Report 

Date 

Needed 

Monthly 

Needed to 

Date 

Monthly 

Income 

Monthly 

Expenses 

Income to 

Date 

Expenses to 

Date Net Income  

Jan. $44,682.67 $44,682.67 $34,506.04 $37,921.59 $34,506.04 $37,921.59 -$3,415.55 

Feb. $44,682.67 $89,365.34 $40,937.01 $41,839.19 $75,443.05 $79,760.78 -$4,317.73 

Mar. $44,682.67 $134,048.01 $62,008.35 $35,998.46 $137,451.40 $115,759.24 $21,692.16 

Apr. $44,682.67 $178,730.68 $59,349.89 $41,662.17 $196,801.29 $157,421.41 $39,379.88 

May. $44,682.67 $223,413.35 $39,059.40 $40,933.19 $235,860.69 $198,354.60 $37,506.09 

Jun. $44,682.67 $268,096.02 $45,900.54 $56,667.16 $281,761.23 $255,021.76 $26,739.47 

Jul. $44,682.67 $312,778.69 $29,600.03 $23,748.01 $311,561.26 $278,969.77 $32,591.49 

Aug. $44,682.67 $357,461.36 $23,567.55 $37,061.00 $335,128.81 $316,030.77 $19,098.04 

 

Giving at Our Church 
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Church Staff 
 

Dr. Roger Weisner, Senior Minister 
rweisner@wnccumc.net 
 

Lee Mabe, Director of Music and Youth 
maestromabe@gmail.com 
 

Phyllis Jones, Organist 
phyllis.smith@yadkin.k12.nc.us 
 
 

 
 

Amanda Bostick, Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
aebostick@gmail.com 
 

Alma Carlton, Financial Secretary 
acarlton@firstumclex.org 
 

Donna Huskins, Administrative Assistant 
dhuskins@firstumclex.org 

Sympathy 
Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the congregation is extended to Jennifer 

(Tim) Leahy, Brenna, Nick and Katie upon the death of Lawrence Paul Leahy, father-in-law, 

(father), grandfather on September 15, 2019. 

 
Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the congregation is extended to Kay (Bob) 

Timberlake and family upon the death of her sister, Gale Lanning, on September 22, 2019. 


