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God’s Timing 
 

For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. 

If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 

Habakkuk 2:3 English Standard Version (ESV) 
 

The rising sunlight peeps through a grove of pine trees casting their shadows on 

the eastern side of our log home. It’s a wonderful morning. As I sit, rocking in the 

Cracker Barrel rocker, listening to chirping birds hidden nearby in the towering 

oak trees, I feel the rising humidity caused by last night’s heavy downpour leave  

greening pastures covered with a visible dew.  The day before, the grasses were 

parched brown, now early morn, renewed life arrives.  Four deer run across the 

soybean fields, clearing the barb wire fence with ease, quickly disappearing. A solitary 

turkey about fifty feet away, prances and slowly disappears in the grove of pine 

trees. 
   

As I sat, pondering these events, a sense of calm enveloped me. I realized our 

home and the surrounding beauty of the farm was a long-awaited dream fulfilled; a 

partial fulfillment of a vision that I had carried over the years. It seemed it would 

never happen. Of course, there is more to the vision: a carport and a small tiny 

guest house for visitors seeking spiritual direction.  It will be a place for sojourners 

to come and commune with nature, to get away from the busyness of life to capture 

transformational moments, perhaps recapturing a forgotten dream, a laden vision. 
   

Everyone needs a vision, a dream to fulfill, a purpose. Accomplishing a vision, especially 

a God vision, is challenging. Habakkuk offers words of wisdom when it comes to 

dreaming and waiting. 
   

Waiting is a natural part of our daily life and routine. Yet, we pursue ways and 

press forward to eliminate the duration of waiting. Humans have developed: fast 

cars - fast foods - fast trains - fast airplanes - fast home appliances - fast divorce - 

and even fast worship--all in an effort to speedup or decrease the need to wait. In 

spite of human innovations, ingenuity, inventiveness, and resourcefulness, we still 

find ourselves waiting - in traffic jams - fast food serving lines - drive through lines - 

plane and train terminals - car repair shops - hospital emergency rooms - and 

sometimes waiting in church for the preacher to shut-up or the Holy Spirit to 

show-up.  So, there is a cliché that says, “We can’t win for waiting.” 
 

YET, I believe and have even experienced that “The waiting is worth the waiting.” 

Habakkuk was probably in a hurry like many of us, but the text tells us that he was 

told to “tarry.” In other words, to hesitate is not to procrastinate, to stay is not to 

stop, to remain is not to hurry, and to wait is not to faint! Rather the process is 

simply WAITING in order to move. 
 

We are no different than Habakkuk. He questioned God. He was impatient with 

God. rather than waiting for God to do something, he became restless with the 

ways of God, dissatisfied with what seemed to be God’s inaction. In spite of 

Habakkuk’s impatience - restlessness - dissatisfaction - and questions, God didn’t 

get angry with this prophet. God answered Habakkuk’s question by letting him 

know that there is a process that leads to progress. 
 

Although the prophet had a vision, he was told to wait!  
Continued 



Kenya Program with Slide Show Presentation  Sunday, September 8 
(9:45a) Fellowship Hall  -  All are invited to join the Agape Sunday School class for 
this event.  Jayne James will share a program about her recent trip to Kenya with a 
slide show presentation. 

 
FUMC Book Club  

Tuesday, September 10 (11:30a) Village Grill 
Our reading selection: The Clockmaker’s Daughter by Kate Morton 
 

October’s reading selection:  The Keeper of Lost Things by Ruth Hogan 
 
First UMC Lay Persons of the Year  The Laity Service Award is a means of 
recognizing each year in the local church deserving lay persons whose work in the 
local church and community exemplifies a life of Christian stewardship.   
    

The purpose of the award is to recognize worthy individuals, especially those 
whose work in the life of the church may not otherwise be recognized. This might 
be the anonymous servant of Christ who works behind the scenes, often unnoticed 
and often unappreciated, who cooks a meal, who opens the church doors and 
turns on the lights, who teaches children Sunday school, who works in the local 
school or volunteers with a local caring agency.  In lifting up lay persons, all      
persons are honored. 
    

Our newly selected Lay Persons of the Year will be named and honored on Laity 
Sunday, October 20, 2019. 
  

Nomination forms will be available at the Volunteer’s Desk on the first three   
Sundays in September; the 1st, 8th, and 15th.  It is customary for our church 
to name one male and one female as Lay Persons of the Year.  It is recommended 
that the same person not be selected more than once in five years. 
 

Thank you for your participation, 
First UMC Laity Service Award Selection Team 
 
Port-a-Pit Chicken Fundraiser Purchase your tickets today from 
our United Methodist Men!  Friday, September 13  ($9.00/person)  
Eat-In:  11:00a-3:00p  Fellowship Hall  -  drinks provided 
Take-Out:  10:00a—6:00p  Pick up at lower parking lot on State Street. 
Meal includes: 1/2 BBQ Chicken, slaw, beans, roll and dessert. 

Undoubtedly, some of us are like Habakkuk–we want God to tell us what to do 

while we are waiting for Him to - heal our body - restore our joy - bless our 

going out and coming in – hear our humble cry - protect us - help our hardship - 

mend our broken hearts - answer our prayers - make our enemy our footstool - 

lift our burdens – to bring forth a vision. 
 

What God told Habakkuk was good for him then and it is be good for us now. He 

told him to take time to: Write about the vision, Work on the vision, Wait for the 

vision 

To find the vision, we must: 

1. Plan while we are waiting. 

2. Prepare while we are waiting. 

3. Practice while we are waiting. 

4. Pray while we are waiting. 

5. Persevere while we are waiting. 

6.  Then we will learn that in the waiting and we will find our reward. 

Waiting helps us to see something we have never seen before.  So, today, live in 

God’s timing.   
 

Blessings to you! 

Roger Weisner, Senior Minister 

336-575-3974 

rweisner@wnccumc.net 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS SEPTEMBER 2019 

Worship Weekly Meetings Monthly Meetings 

Office Closed Labor Day 
Monday, September 2 
 

Mayme Weaver Preaching 
Mission 
Thursday, September 5 (6:30p) 
Conference Room 
 

Missions  
Thursday, September 5 (7p) 
Conference Room 
 

United Methodist Women 
Group 2 
Tuesday, September 6 (10:30a) 
Tour Dragonfly House & Lunch, 
Mocksville, NC—Meet in 
church parking lot to carpool 
 

Endowment 
Sunday, September 8 (4:30p)  
Parlor 
 

Trustees 
Sunday, September 8 (5:30p)  
Parlor 
 

FUMC Book Club 
Tuesday, September 10 (11:30a) 
Village Grill 
 

United Methodist Women 
Group 12 
Tuesday, September 10 (7p) 
Fellowship Hall 
 

Davidson Prison Ministry 
Thursday, Sept 12 (12p) 
Parlor 
 

Church Council 
Thursday, September 12 (7p)
Fellowship Hall 
 

Newsletter Articles Due 
September 15 for October Issue 
 

United Methodist Men 
Sunday, September 15 (8:30a) 
Fellowship Hall 
 

Member Care 
Sunday, September 15 (4p) 
Conference Room 
 

Finance 
Sunday, September 15 (7p) 
Parlor 
 

Altar Guild 
Tuesday, September 17 (5:30p)
Fellowship Hall 
 

Serve meal at Crisis Ministries 
Tuesday, September 17 (5:45p) 
Genesis Sunday School 
Contact: Debby Brown 
 

Faithseekers Gathering 
Saturday, September 21 (3p) 
Norris Lake House 
 

Amazing Grace Seekers 
Tuesday, September 24 (7p) 
Home of Glynda Smith 

Teens of Life Youth Ministry 
Sundays at 5p 
Youth/Scout House 
 
Boy Scouts & Venturers 

Mondays at 7p 

Youth/Scout House 

 

Theology Pub 

Tuesdays at 7p 

Sophie’s Cork & Ale 

 

Prayer Breakfast 

Wednesdays at 7:45a 

Cagney’s Restaurant 

 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Wednesdays at 7p 

Early Worship 
1st & 3rd Sundays at 8:30a 
Sanctuary 
 

2nd & 4th Sundays at 8:30a 
Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday School 
All Ages at 9:45a 
 

Morning Worship 
Each Sunday at 11:00a 
Sanctuary 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Staffed Child Care 
Birth—5 years 
Sunday School & both services 
(Children’s Ministry Area, 
Ground Floor) 
 

We Worship with the Children 
Each Sunday during the 11:00a 
Morning Worship Service 
 

Children’s Worship 
Each Sunday following We  
Worship with the Children. 
K-3rd graders are invited to 
follow the Worship Leader to 
the Children’s Ministry Area, 
Ground Floor. 

Calendar Events are subject to change—Refer to the Weekly Calendar in the bulletin or visit us 
on the web at www.fumclex.org  

September Events 

United Methodist Men Port-a-Pit Chicken Fundraiser 

Friday, September 13 

Eat-In:  11:00a-3:00p  Fellowship Hall  -  drinks provided 

Take-Out:  10:00a—6:00p  Pick up lower parking lot State Street. 

 

Teens of Life Youth FALL Beach Retreat 

Friday, September 13—Sunday, September 15 

 

Mayme Weaver Preaching Mission 

Sunday, September 29 

• Juice & Java (9:00a) Fellowship Hall 

• Combined Adult Sunday School (10a) Fellowship Hall 

• Morning Worship (11a) Sanctuary 

• Evening Worship (7p) Sanctuary 

• Reception (8p) Fellowship Hall 

 

Monday, September 30 

• Luncheon (12p) Fellowship Hall 

• Evening Worship (7p) Sanctuary 

Blood Drive Update 

Thank you to our 16 donors for “Being a Lifesaver” 

on Tuesday, August 20.  Your donations will help 

save 41 lives.  Our next blood drive is scheduled for 

February 18, 2020.  Mark your calendar today—let 

others know.  Invite your family and friends to “Be a 

Sweetheart” in February.   



Mayme Weaver Preaching Mission welcomes Rev. Rob Fuquay 
Sunday, September 29 & Monday, September 30 

God created every person with a desire for meaning and 
purpose. Many of us wonder, How do we live the purposeful 
life God intends for each of us?  Rediscover the truths that 
you are wonderfully made, created for purpose, and 
equipped to live a life of significance. Despite the adversities 
and  detours you will encounter along the way, you can rely 

on God. Join us as we travel together to find our purpose. 
 

is neither a biography of Paul nor a Bible study based on his    
letters or theology. Paul is simply used as an illustration of how one person kept 
the faith despite the odds and made a significant difference in this world. His life 
and experiences provide a template for seeing how God is working in and through 
our lives! 
 

The life and travels of the apostle Paul can help us find God’s purpose for our lives! 
 

Mayme Weaver Preaching Mission Calendar of Events 
 

Sunday, September 29 
 

    9:00—9:45 a.m.   Juice & Java, Fellowship Hall 
10:00—10:45 a.m.   Combined Adult Sunday School Classes, Fellowship Hall 
            11:00 a.m.   Morning Worship Service 
              7:00 p.m.   Evening Worship Service 
Following Service   Reception in the Fellowship Hall   
 
Monday, September 30 
 

12:00 p.m.  *Lunch with informal discussion with Rev. Rob Fuquay, Fellowship 
                    Hall  *Reservations Required—Call the  church office 
                    336-248-2886—$7.50/each  Deadline:  September 25 
   7:00 p.m.  Evening Worship Service 
 

Nursery 
A nursery will be provided at the church during all worship services. 

 
Charge Conference Announcement 

To:  Wesley Heights- Joe Barbee, Trinity- Vern Peterson, Cotton Grove- Doug 
Rowe and  First (Lex)- Roger Weisner 
From:  Laura Auten, Uwharrie District Superintendent 
 

Dear Pastors, 
 

This letter is authorization for Lexington Area to have a Called Charge Conference. The  
conference is to be Thursday, November 7th at 7:00 pm at First (Lexington) UMC in the 
fellowship hall (310 S. Main Street, Lexington NC 27292). Rev. Roger Weisner will     
preside. 
 

The charge conference is for the purpose of discussing and accepting charge conference 
materials, pastor’s compensation, lay servant applications and local leadership team of the 
church. 
 

As you know, ten days’ notice of the meeting, including its purpose, is to be given through 
bulletin, newsletter, and announcement from the pulpit. No agenda, other than that  stated 
in the call, is to be considered. 
 

Blessings,  
Laura Auten 

 
Community News 
Grace Episcopal Food Pantry and Lunch is taking a sabbath to re-evaluate 
their purpose and goal. Trinity United Methodist Church opens Loaves & 
Fishes Food Ministry. The ministry will provide “food pantry shopping” for the 
surrounding community. 



Congregational Survey 

The Vision Team has prepared a congregational survey that will be released in  

September in an online version and a paper version.  The survey is based on the  

insightful feedback gathered from our church family at First Methodist.  As we 

move forward on our journey together, the goal of the survey is to gather        

additional information and ideas from the congregation.  Each adult, age 18 and 

over, who is a member of First Methodist or attends regularly, should complete 

this survey.  Please complete only one survey per person, whether you complete 

the online version or the paper version. You do not need to provide your name. 

 

Operation Christmas Child Kicks Off  Once again this year, we will be your 

"personal shopper" if you wish to fill a shoebox but are unable to shop for the 

items needed.  Simply pick up an Operation Christmas Child 

shoebox and place at least $25 in it and give the shoebox to 

Judy Deal or Xander Bostick. You can choose the child (boy or 

girl & age) for your shoebox. Your donation will cover the 

items needed plus shipping.  If you wish to donate more than 

$25, your shoebox will be filled with extra items. The deadline 

for the "personal shopper" offer is Sunday, November 3.  

Your shoebox with donation must be given to Judy or Xander by the deadline. 
 

Thank you, 

Judy Deal and Xander Bostick 

Co-chairs Operation Christmas Child at FUMC 

For more information about Teens of Life Youth Ministry: 
Lee Mabe, Director of Youth Ministry 336-248-2886 or maestromabe@gmail.com 

Teens of Life Youth Ministry Events & Happenings 

FALL Beach Retreat  -  September 13-15 
Youth Sunday School (9:45a) Each Sunday 

Sunday, Sept 1 Labor Day—Enjoy time with your family & friends! 

Sunday, Sept 8 

(4:30p) First Baptist Church—2020 BELIZE Mission Trip Informational 
All youth are encouraged to attend—whether you plan to travel or 
not.  Including  FINAL PLANS for FALL Beach Retreat 

Friday, Sept 13—

Sunday, Sept 15 

FALL Beach Retreat — Cost $100/person DUE September 8 
(4p) Meet at First UMC parking lot 
(3p) Return to First UMC parking lot 

Thursday, Sept 19 (4:30p-7:30p)  Davidson County Fair Grounds — Parking cars.   

Sunday, Sept 22 (5p) Games and Fall Planning 

Sunday, Sept 29 
(6p) Pizza Dinner 
(7p) Mayme Weaver Preaching Mission 

Finance Team 2019 Monthly Income and Expense Report 

Date 

Needed 

Monthly 

Needed to 

Date 

Monthly 

Income 

Monthly 

Expenses 

Income to 

Date 

Expenses to 

Date Net Income  

Jan. $44,682.67 $44,682.67 $34,506.04 $37,921.59 $34,506.04 $37,921.59 -$3,415.55 

Feb. $44,682.67 $89,365.34 $40,937.01 $41,839.19 $75,443.05 $79,760.78 -$4,317.73 

Mar. $44,682.67 $134,048.01 $62,008.35 $35,998.46 $137,451.40 $115,759.24 $21,692.16 

Apr. $44,682.67 $178,730.68 $59,349.89 $41,662.17 $196,801.29 $157,421.41 $39,379.88 

May. $44,682.67 $223,413.35 $39,059.40 $40,933.19 $235,860.69 $198,354.60 $37,506.09 

Jun. $44,682.67 $268,096.02 $45,900.54 $56,667.16 $281,761.23 $255,021.76 $26,739.47 

Jul. $44,682.67 $312,778.69 $29,600.03 $23,748.01 $311,561.26 $278,969.77 $32,591.49 
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Church Staff 
 

Dr. Roger Weisner, Senior Minister 
rweisner@wnccumc.net 
 

Lee Mabe, Director of Music and Youth 
maestromabe@gmail.com 
 

Phyllis Jones, Organist 
phyllis.smith@yadkin.k12.nc.us 
 
 

 
 

Amanda Bostick, Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
aebostick@gmail.com 
 

Alma Carlton, Financial Secretary 
acarlton@firstumclex.org 
 

Donna Huskins, Administrative Assistant 
dhuskins@firstumclex.org 

Sympathy 
Sympathy of the ministers and the members of the congregation is extended to the Opal 
Blume family upon her death on August 27, 2019. 


